News from Hope College, Volume 29.3: December, 1997 by Hope College
Hope College
Hope College Digital Commons
News from Hope College Hope College Publications
1997
News from Hope College, Volume 29.3:
December, 1997
Hope College
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/news_from_hope_college
Part of the Archival Science Commons
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Hope College Publications at Hope College Digital Commons. It has been accepted for
inclusion in News from Hope College by an authorized administrator of Hope College Digital Commons. For more information, please contact
digitalcommons@hope.edu.
Recommended Citation
Hope College, "News from Hope College, Volume 29.3: December, 1997" (1997). News from Hope College. 136.
https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/news_from_hope_college/136
Inside This Issue
National accolades ....................... 3
A decade of service .................... 6-7
Opening minds, meeting needs .... 9
Celebrity tree stylist ................. 14
Fall sports
splendor.
Please see
pages 10-11.
Nykerk: the
tradition
continues.
Please see
page 20.
PUBLISHED BY HOPE COLLEGE, HOLLAND, MICHIGAN 49423
December 1997
Jesus Christ is the Way, the Truth and the Life. He gives us His Spirit.
He ends our strife. He triumphs over death itself. Praise God for the birth of the Christ child.
Praise God for His grace and mercy to all people.
— John and Jeanne Jacobson
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Campus Notes
CASA turns 10
F he Children’s After School
Achievement (CASA) program at
Hope is celebrating its 10th
anniversary with an emphasis
on the people who have helped
make the program work,
according to Connie Brummel,
director of CASA.
"We want to celebrate the service to the
children of the community/' Brummel said.
"And it's been provided by so many people
through the years."
"The support of the school counselors in
referring the students to the program has just
been tremendous, as has the consistency of the
tutors — Hope College students, high school
students and other members of the
community," she said.
More than 100 volunteers work with the
program annually, most as tutors during CASA's
afternoon sessions.
CASA's 10th anniversary celebration included
an open house on Monday and Tuesday, Oct.
20-21, while the program was in session on the
Hope campus. Brummel appreciated the timing,
since CASA's records show that the program held
its first class on October 20, 1987.
CASA was established by Marge Rivera, and
was originally administered by Latin Americans
United for Progress (LAUP) and housed at First
United Methodist Church. The program moved
to the college in 1989.
CASA runs year-round, providing substance
abuse prevention, cultural awareness, academic
and career experiences to at-risk first through
fifth grade students. A total of 90 students from
10 Holland-area schools are participating during
the current school year,
Volunteer tutors, many of them Hope students like sophomore Jill
DeBoer of Traverse City, Mich., have played an important role in the
Children’s After School Achievement (CASA) Program, which cele-
brated its 10th anniversary this fall.
“Quote, unquote”
Quote, unquote is an
eclectic sampling of
things said at and about
Hope College.
The 1997 Critical Issues Symposium, held on
Tuesday, Sept. 30, and Wednesday, Oct. 1, exam-
ined "Sport and American Life."
The speakers included Dr. Harry Edwards,
who is a professor of sociology at the University
of California at Berkeley, and a consultant to the
San Francisco Forty Miners. Dr. Edwards, who
achieved national prominence for his efforts to
organize an African-American boycott of the
1968 Olympics, had previously spoken on
campus in the late 1970s.
Following are excerpts from his opening
keynote address, “Race and Sports: Prospects for
the Future."
'Today there is no option but to recog-
nize that for increasing legions of black
youths, the issue is neither textbooks nor
playbooks. It is survival and finding a
source of hope, encouragement and support
in developing their lives and building legiti-
mate careers and futures.
"Without question, the ultimate resolu-
tion of this situation will be with the overall
institutional development of black commu-
nities and with the creation of greater
opportunities for black youths in the greater
society. But in the meanwhile, and unless
we are willing to write off several genera-
tions of young black people, if community
and school sports programs can provide a
means of reconnecting with at least some of
these black youths, who we have already
lost, and of strengthening our ties with those
who by whatever miracle of faith and tenac-
ity have managed to hold onto hope and to
stay the course, then these sports programs,
the sports involvement of these youths, and
the adulation that they hold for their sports
heroes deserve our strongest support and
endorsement.
'Therefore, I now say that we must recon-
stitute and broaden access to sports
programs — not be critical of black sports
involvement, but broaden that involvement,
and broaden that value on sports. Create
secure and supervised playgrounds. Create
secure park recreation areas and community
sports facilities. Open school sports facilities
for supervised weekend community use,
and bring in midnight basketball, midnight
volleyball, tennis, bowling, badminton,
swimming and any other sports that these
kids are interested in.
"And using those hooks and handholds
on our youths, recruit counselors, teachers,
people trained in the trades, health care pro-
fessionals and religious leaders to advise,
mentor and tutor our young people at these
sports sites. Network with corporate and
government agencies to establish appren-
ticeship and job opportunities. And bring in
students of sport and society who under-
stand and can articulate the applicability of
the great lessons and dynamics of sports and
black youth sports success and achievement
to their life circumstances more generally.
"Far from de-emphasizing or abandon-
ing sport, or simply allowing our
involvement to wane, black people must
now more than ever intelligently, construc-
tively and proactively pursue sports
involvement. We cannot afford to passively
wait for better times or allow ourselves to be
swept and herded along in the flow of events
and developments at the interface of race,
sport and society. That is how we got into
the situation that we're in...
"Today it is desirable, even necessary, that
black youths and black society as a whole
continue to harbor and nurture dreams of
achieving excellence in sports. \E s one of the
few handles we still have on an increasing
number of our young people. There is much
to be learned and gained from both the chal-
lenges of sports competition and the
experiences of meeting those challenges.
"But it is not enough for us to simply
dream. All involved must learn to dream
with their eyes open, always remaining fully
cognizant of sport's pitfalls no less than its
positive possibilities; of its potential as a
dead-end trap no less than its promise as a
vehicle for outreach and advancement."
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On the cover
Our main photo is of a zoatercolor of the Preside/it's Home by Robert Ashley,
accompanied by holiday wishes from Drs. John and Jeanne Jacobson. The home is a
fitting image for this issue's cover, since we review the president's 10 years of
service to Hope on pages six and seven.
At top center: the volleyball team headed to the NCAA Division III playoffs in a fall
season marked by several strong showings. Please see pages 10-11.
At top right, "meeting in the middle" remains a cherished part of the Nykerk Cup
competition. Please see page 20.
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Campus Notes
Hope does well nationally
Active learning in action at Hope, as sophomore Carrie Newell of Reed City,
Mich., conducts research in the laboratory of biologist Dr. Lois Tverberg. A
report from the National Science Foundation ranks the college in the top 25
nationwide among “baccalaureate colleges” that served as the undergraduate
origin of those earning doctorates in the sciences (including social sciences)
and engineering from 1991 to 1995.
A report from the NSF
places Hope In the top 25
nationally among
baccalaureate colleges as
a source of future Ph.D.
recipients in the sciences
(including social sciences)
and engineering.
Released earlier this year, the
National Science Foundation report
examines the undergraduate origins of
science and engineering doctorate
recipients from 1991 to 1995. A total of
110 Hope graduates earned Ph.D.s. in
the relevant fields during the five-year
period.
"This report provides an important
perspective on the quality of the
undergraduate education at Hope
College," said Dr. Jacob E. Nyenhuis,
who is provost and professor of classics
at Hope College.
"Since the NSF limits its data to the
natural and social sciences, and since
there's not a comparable national study
covering the same period for the other
disciplines, we cannot make the same
statistical claims for other disciplines," he
said. "But I believe that one can safely say
that over the last 25 years, the national
reputation of the college has been
enhanced in many disciplines, and that
these data are reflective of the increasing
recognition that Hope programs and
Hope graduates are achieving."
The general fields listed in the
study are: physical sciences, including
chemistry, and physics and
astronomy; earth, atmospheric and
oceanographic sciences; mathematics;
computer sciences; biological and
agricultural sciences; psychology;
social sciences; and engineering.
Hope ranked third among the
nations baccalaureate colleges in
originating recipients of doctorates in
chemistry from 1991 to 1995, with a
total of 29. The department of
psychology was in a tie for 14th
nationally, with 25 recipients during
the same five years.
The top 25 institutions in the NSF's
"baccalaureate colleges" list originated
31.9 percent of all graduates from
baccalaureate colleges who went on to
earn doctorates in the sciences and
engineering.
A sampling of the other colleges in the
top-25 list includes Oberlin, Carleton,
Swarthmore, St. Olaf, Wellesley,
Grinnell, Vassar, Amherst, Kalamazoo
and Wheaton. The 25 schools' totals
ranged from 100 to 266.
Out of all colleges and universities in
the nation that originated 10 or more
doctoral recipients in the sciences and
engineering — including not only
undergraduate schools but large
research universities as well — Hope
placed in the top 25 percent, ranking
178th out of the 820 institutions
involved.
MUSICAL MEMORIES: Is a song
part of your memories of Hope? A history
of the songs of Hope is in the works— begin-
ning with the first commencement ode
(lyrics by President Philip Phelps and music
by William Brokaw Gilmore, member of the
first graduating class [1866] and future son-
in-law of the Rev. A.C. Van Raalte).
Besides H-O-P-E ("In that dear old town
of Holland, Michigan") by Henry K. Pasma
'10 and the Hope Alma Mater by Robert
Cavanaugh, Hope songs include a Pine
Grove ode by J.B. Nykerk (Hope 1885), a pro-
cessional with lyrics written as a gift to Hope
by poet Margaret Sangster after her visit to
the college, and a rousing chorus of praise to
Andrew Carnegie for funding a gym.
The book is being written by Dr. Jeanne
Jacobson (words). Professor Joan Conway
(music), and Tom Renner '67 and Greg
Olgers '87 (Hope history and general exper-
tise). Those with information or anecdotes
about Hope songs are invited to share them
by writing to: Dr. Jeanne M. Jacobson, 92
East 10th Street, Holland, Ml 49423.
CYBERART: The exhibition "Search-
ing for the Spiritual" is no longer in the De
Pree Art Center, but it does continue to run
on the Hope College Web site.
The exhibition, curated by Dr. Jack
Wilson, professor of art history, presents
varied expressions of reflection on the spiri-
tual by contemporary American artists. It
was featured in the gallery Monday, Aug.
18, through Sunday, Oct. 26.
Photographs of the works, as well as
information about them, the artists and the
exhibition, can be found by visiting the col-
lege's Web site, http:/ / www.hope.edu, and
then reaching the department of arf s home
page through the "academics" page. The
exhibition's site was created by Dr. Barry
Bandstra of the Hope religion faculty.
MEMORIAL TREES: Two tree planti-
ngs on campus this fall helped provide
lasting memorials to a student and young
alumnus.
A ceremony was held on Saturday, Sept.
20, in memory of Erik Aasen '90, who died
in an automobile accident on Thursday,
Nov. 24, 1994, at age 26. The tree stands on
the south side of Cook Hall, near the
Haworth Conference and Learning Center.
A ceremony on Saturday, Oct. 18, during
Homecoming Weekend, remembered Peter
Warburton '99, who took his life on
Monday, May 19, 1997, at age 21. The tree
stands between Kollen Hall and the Delta
Phi cottage.
PREMIERE PERFORMANCE: The
American premiere of a new piece for piano
four-hands and orchestra was featured
during the annual joint concert of the Wind
Ensemble and Orchestra, held during
Parents' Weekend on Friday, Nov. 7, in
Dimnent Memorial Chapel.
The Orchestra, conducted by Dr. Robert
Ritsema '57, professor of music, presented
the U.S. premiere of "Interplay for Piano
Four Hands and Orchestra," by Michigan
composer Dr. David Gillingham. Performing
as soloists were pianists Joan Conway and
Charles Aschbrenner of the Hope faculty.
"Interplay" had its world premiere by
the Prague Radio Symphony Orchestra in
the summer of 1996, and was also recorded
on compact disc by that orchestra and
duo-pianists Ruth Neville and Daniel
Koppleman.
Dr. Gillingham, who attended the
concert, is a professor of music composition
and theory at Central Michigan University
in Mt. Pleasant. Many of his compositions
have been performed nationwide, making
him a sought-after composer for commis-
sions, according to Dr. Ritsema, and his
upcoming commissions date into the year
2000.
HOPE FOR HUMANITY: Dr. Jack
Klunder '74 of Hopkins, Mich., received the
1997 "Hope for Humanity Award" from the
college's alumni H-Club on Saturday, Oct.
18, during the group's annual Homecoming
luncheon.
He is pastor of Hopkins Community
Reformed Church, where he has served for
four years, and has also been head boys'
varsity basketball coach at Hopkins High
School for two years.
The award, first presented in 1990, recog-
nizes Hope athlete alumni for service to
others, transformation of Christian values
and consistency of commitment. The Hope
College Alumni H-Club consists of Hope
alumni who were athletic letter winners and
other honorary letter winners as approved
by the H-Club's Board of Directors, and cur-
rently has more than 2,800 members.
MATHEMATICS INNOVATION:
A Hope-based effort to develop a new way
of pre-calculus instruction has produced a
book of problems that can be used at high
schools and colleges both.
Projects for Precalculus was published
earlier this year by Saunders College
Publishing. The authors are Dr. Janet
Andersen, associate professor of mathemat-
ics and coordinator of general education at
Hope; Todd Swanson, adjunct assistant pro-
fessor of mathematics at Hope; and Robert
Keeley, associate professor of education at
Calvin College and former mathematics
teacher at Holland Christian High School.
Each of the 26, multi-question problem
sets contained in the book features a differ-
ent real-life situation. Examples include
calculating the flight plan of an airplane
flying in a cross wind; comparing the diffi-
culty of kicking a field goal in the NFL, CFL
and NCAA; and the chance of a garage door
remote control accidentally opening
someone else's garage.
Many of the projects encourage students
to write and thus have a variety of correct
answers. The three authors recommend
evaluating work not only on the solution
reached, but also on the student7 s reasoning,
justification and communication skills. To
place the emphasis on how to approach the
problems. Projects for Precalculus also
encourages allowing the students to use cal-
culators to handle the computations
involved and graph the results.
NEW EDITION: The third edition of
American Government: Essentials and
Perspectives, written by a team of Hope
political science professors and alumni, has
been published by McGraw-Hill.
The authors are Hope professors Dr.
Robert E. Elder Jr., Dr. Jack E. Holmes, Dr.
David K. Ryden and Dr. James M.
Zoetewey, and 1979 Hope alumnus Dr.
Michael J. Engelhard! of Decorah, Iowa,
professor of political science at Luther
College. The book is used by thousands of
American government students in the
United States and Canada.
(See “Campus Notes” on page eight.)
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Events
The Great Performance Series will feature Sergio and Odair Assad, Brazilian guitarists described by American Record
Guild as “instinctive, rhapsodic and flawless,” on Saturday, Feb. 21, at 8 p.m. in Dimnent Memorial Chapel.
Academic Calendar
Spring Semester '98
Jan. 4, Sunday — Residence halls open, noon
Jan. 5, Monday — registration for new students, DeWitt
Center Collegiate Lounge, 3:30-4:30 p.m.
Jan. 6, Tuesday — Classes begin, 8 a.m.
Feb. 13, Friday — Winter Recess begins, 6 p.m.
Feb. 18, Wednesday — Winter Recess ends, 8 a.m.
March 20, Friday — Spring Recess begins, 8 a.m.
March 30, Monday— Spring Recess ends, 8 a.m.
April 10, Friday— Good Friday. Classes not in session, but
not an official holiday
April 23, Thursday— Honors Convocation, Dimnent
Memorial Chapel, 8 p.m.
April 24, Friday— Spring Festival; classes dismissed at 1 p.m.
April 27-May 1, Monday-Friday — Semester examinations
May 1, Friday — Residence halls close for those not partici-
pating in Commencement, 5 p.m.
May 2, Saturday — Alumni Day
May 3, Sunday — Baccalaureate and Commencement
May 3, Sunday— Residence halls close for graduating
seniors, 7 p.m.
May Term '98 — May 4-22
June Term '98 — May 26 - June 12
Summer Session '98 — June 15 - July 24
Summer Seminars '98 — July 27-31
Admissions
Campus Visits: The Admissions Office is open from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m. weekdays, and from 9 a.m. until noon on
Saturdays. Tours and admissions interviews are available
during the summer as well as the school year. Appointments
are recommended.
Visitation Days offer specific programs for prospective stu-
dents, including transfers and high school juniors and seniors.
The programs show students and their parents a typical day in
the life of a Hope student. The dates for 1997-98 are as follows:
Monday, Jan. 19, 1998 Friday, Feb. 20, 199
Friday, Feb. 6, 1998 Friday, March 6, 1998
Junior Days: Friday, April 3; Wednesday, April 8
Senior Day: Saturday, April 18
(for admitted students)
Pre-Professional Day: Wednesday, May 6
For further information about any Admissions Office event, please
call (616) 395-7850, or toll free 1-800-968-7850 or write: Hope
College Admissions Office; 69 E. 10th St.; PO Box 9000; Holland,
Ml; 49422-9000.
Music
Senior Recital— Friday, Jan. 9: Ryan Janus of Mt. Prospect, 111.,
saxophonist, Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 8 p.m. Admission is
free.
Senior Recital — Saturday, Jan. 17: Lora Clark '97 of Holland,
Mich., pianist, Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 8 p.m. Admission is
free.
Student Recital— Thursday, Jan. 22: Dimnent Memorial
Chapel, 8 p.m. Admission is free.
Faculty Recital Series— Sunday, Jan. 25: Wichers Auditorium
of Nykerk Hall of Music, 4 p.m. Admission is free.
Senior Recital— Friday, Jan. 30: senior Chikako Katsuyama of
Yokohama, Japan, pianist, Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 8 p.m.
Admission is free.
Student Recital— Thursday, Feb. 5: Wichers Auditorium of
Nykerk Hall of Music, 11 a.m. Admission is free.
Senior Recital— Friday, Feb. 6: Derek Walvoord of Holland,
Mich., violist, Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 8 p.m. Admission is
free.
Junior Recital— Saturday, Feb. 7: Syeung Mishler of
Chesaning, Mich., violinist, Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 5 p.m.
Admission is free.
Choral Concert: A Tribute to the American Spiritual —
Saturday, Feb. 7: featuring Hope College choirs and soloists,
Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 8 p.m. Admission is free.
Master Class — Monday, Feb. 9: with violinist David Cerone,
Wichers Auditorium of Nykerk Hall of Music, 5 p.m.
Admission is free.
Lecture Recital — ^ Thursday, Feb. 19: Linda Dykstra, Wichers
Auditorium of Nykerk Hall of Music, 11 a.m. Admission is
free.
"Effortless Mastery"/Jazz Piano Clinic — Thursday, Feb. 19:
Kenny Werner, Wichers Auditorium of Nykerk Hall of Music,
3 p.m. Admission is free.
Kenny Werner Concert — ^ Thursday, Feb. 19: jazz piano,
Wichers Auditorium of Nykerk Hall of Music, 7 p.m.
Admission is free.
Orchestra Concerto/ Aria Concert — Friday, Feb. 20: Dimnent
Memorial Chapel, 8 p.m. Admission is free.
Great Performance Series — Saturday, Feb. 21: Sergio & Odair
Assad, Latin American guitars for two, Dimnent Memorial
Chapel, 8 p.m. Tickets are $10.50 for senior citizens, $12.50 for
other adults and $6.50 for students. For additional informa-
tion, call (616) 395-6996.
Faculty Recital Series— Sunday, Feb. 22: Wichers Auditorium
of Nykerk Hall of Music, 4 p.m. Admission is free.
Student Recital— Thursday, Feb. 26: Wichers Auditorium of
Nykerk Hall of Music, 11 a.m. Admission is free.
Senior Recital— Friday, Feb. 27: Carrie Maines of Wyoming,
Mich., clarinetist, Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 6 p.m.
Admission is free.
Senior Recital— Saturday, Feb. 28: Michael Lemorie of Howell,
Mich., percussionist, Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 8 p.m.
Admission is free.
Student Recital— Thursday, March 5: Dimnent Memorial
Chapel, 11 a.m. Admission is free.
Junior Recital — Friday, March 6: Gwen Veldhof of Zeeland,
Mich., pianist, Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 6 p.m. Admission is
free.
Senior Recital— Saturday, March 7: Miriam Beyer of Holland,
Mich., pianist, Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 7 p.m. Admission is
free.
Faculty Recital Series— Sunday, March 8: Wichers
Auditorium of Nykerk Hall of Music, 4 p.m. Admission is free.
Junior Recital— Thursday, March 12: Robin Bolt of Lansing,
Mich., pianist, Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 6 p.m. Admission is
free.
Great Performance Series — Friday, March 13: Cello, a cello
quartet, Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 8 p.m. Tickets are $10.50
for senior citizens, $12.50 for other adults and $6.50 for stu-
dents. For additional information, call (616) 395-6996.
Faculty Recital— Sunday, March 15: Edward K. Mallett, com-
poser, Knickerbocker Theatre, 4 p.m. Admission is free.
Musical Showcase— Monday, March 16: DeVos Hall, Grand
Rapids, Mich., 8 p.m. Tickets are $9. Please call the Office of
Public and Alumni Relations at (616) 395-7860 for additional
information.
Student Recital— Thursday, March 19: Wichers Auditorium
of Nykerk Hall of Music, 11 a.m. Admission is free.
Chapel Choir Spring Concert— Thursday, April 2: Dimnent
Memorial Chapel, 8 p.m. Admission is free.
Combined Senior and Junior Recital — Friday, April 3: senior
Kara McGillicuddy of Okemos, Mich., and junior Megan Hicks
of Trabuco Canyon, Calif., Wichers Auditorium of Nykerk Hall
of Music, 8 p.m. Admission is free.
Jazz Chamber Ensembles Concert — Monday, April 6:
Knickerbocker Theatre, 7 p.m. Admission is free.
Wind Ensemble Concert— Tuesday, April 7: with John
Weigand, clarinetist, Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 8 p.m.
Admission is free.
Jazz Ensembles Concert— Wednesday, April 8: Knickerbocker
Theatre, 7 p.m. Admission is free.
Senior Recital— Thursday, April 9: pianist Kristina Eden of
Kalamazoo, Mich., Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 6 p.m.
Admission is free.
Student Recital— Thursday, April 9: Dimnent Memorial
Chapel, 8 p.m. Admission is free.
Senior Recital— Monday, April 13: Miriam Garcellano of
Canton, Mich., French hom, Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 8 p.m.
Admission is free.
Opera Workshop Demonstration Evening — Tuesday, April
14: Snow Auditorium of Nykerk Hall of Music, 8 p.m.
Admission is free.
Senior Recital— Wednesday, April 15: Robert Abbott of Grand
Blanc, Mich., organist, Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 8 p.m.
Admission is free.
Great Performance Series — Saturday, April 18: Larry
Goldings Quartet, jazz organist, Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 8
p.m. Tickets are $10.50 for senior citizens, $12.50 for other
adults and $6.50 for students. For additional information, call
(616) 395-6996.
Jazz Ensemble I— Saturday, April 18: Black River Bistro, 13 W.
Seventh St., Holland, Mich., 9 p.m. Admission is free.
Orchestra Concert— Tuesday, April 21: Dimnent Memorial
Chapel, 8 p.m. Admission is free.
Student Recital— Thursday, April 23: Wichers Auditorium of
Nykerk Hall of Music, 11 a.m. Admission is free.
Mozart's Requiem: Combined Choirs and Orchestra —
Saturday, April 25: Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 8 p.m.
Admission is free.
Faculty Jazz Quintet— Saturday, May 2: Black River Bistro, 13
W. Seventh St., Holland, Mich., 9 p.m. Admission is free.
Traditional Events
Musical Showcase — Monday, March 16, 8 p.m.
DeVos Hall, Grand Rapids, Mich.
Honors Convocation — Thursday, April 23, 8 p.m.
Dimnent Memorial Chapel
Baccalaureate and Commencement — Sunday, May 3
Visiting Writers Series
Monday, Feb. 9: Virgil Suarez and Lynn Powell
Wednesday, March 4: Gish Jen and Lisa Lenzo
Wednesday, April 1: Naomi Shihab Nye with The John
Shea Trio
All readings begin at 7 p.m. with live music preceding beginning at
6:30 p.m., and are held in the Knickerbocker Theatre. Admission is
free. For additional information, or to be placed on the series' mailing
list, please call the department of English at (616) 395-7620.
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Christmas Vespers
Enjoy Hope in the season of hope by catching Christmas Vespers on one
of the radio and PBS stations that will feature the popular service
this year. Contact the station in your area for the day and time.
ALABAMA
Dixon's Mills — WMBV-FM
Huntsville— WNDA-FM
ARIZONA
Sierra Vista— KWRB-FM
Yuma— KCFY-FM
ARKANSAS
Fayetteville — KOFC-AM
Little Rock— KAAY-AM
CONNECTICUT
Middletown— WIHS-FM
FLORIDA
Marianna — WJNF-FM
GEORGIA
Covington — WGFS-AM
Toccoa Falls— WRAF-FM
IOWA
Des Moines — KDMI-AM
Mason City— KCMR-FM
Sheldon— KIWA-AM/FM
Shenandoah — KYFR-AM
Sioux Center — KDCR-FM
Sioux— KSOU AM-FM
Spencer — KICD-AM
Waterloo— KNWS-AM
KANSAS
Brewster — KGCR-FM
KENTUCKTY
Hopkinsville— WNKJ-FM
LOUISIANA
New Orleans — WSHO-AM
MICHIGAN
AnnArbor — WUOM/WVGR/
WFUM-FM
Bloomfield Hills — WBFH-FM
Escanaba— WCHT-AM
Escanaba — WDBC-AM
Grand Rapids— WCSG-FM
Sunday, Dec. 14, 3 p.m.
Grand Rapids — WFUR-FM
Dec. 13, 15 and 17 at 9:30 p.m.;
Dec. 24 and 25 TBA
Holland— WHTC-AM
Dec. 22, 6 p.m.;
Dec. 23-24, 3 p.m.;
Dec. 25, 9:30 a.m.
Holland— W]Q- AM
Wednesday, Dec. 24, 8 p.m.
Iron wood — WUPM-FM / WHRY- AM
Kalamazoo — WKPR-AM
Ludington — WKLA/WMTE-AM
Marquette — WNMU-FM
Midland— WUGN-FM
Port Huron— WPHM-AM
Rogers City — WMLQ-FM
Twin Lake — WBLV-FM
West Bloomfield— WBLD-FM
MINNESOTA
Blue Earth— KJLY-FM
MISSOURI
Washington — WGNV-FM
Pompton Lakes — WGHT-AM
Zarephath— WAWZ-FM
NEW YORK
Cape Vincent — WMHF-FM
Houghton — WJSL-FM
Syracuse — WMHR-FM
Webster — WMHN-FM
NORTH CAROLINA
Mooresville — WHIP-AM
Roanoke Rapids — WHGG-FM
OHIO
Jefferson— WCVJ-FM
Springfield— WEEC-FM
ZanesviUe— WCVZ-FM
PENNSYLVANIA
AUentown— WHOL-AM
Wellsboro — WLIH-FM
SOUTH DAKOTA
Yankton— WNAX-AM
TENNESSEE
Bluff City— WHCB-FM
TEXAS
Waco— KBBW-AM
VIRGINIA
Harrisonburg — WEMC-FM
WASHINGTON
Seattle— KNHC-FM
Tumwater — KVSN-AM
WISCONSIN
Waupun — WMRA-AM
TELEVISION
PBS stations WGVU of Grand Rapids,
Mich., and WGVK of Kalamazoo, Mich.,
will be carrying the 1997 Vespers service
at the following times: Wednesday, Dec.
24, at 5:30 a.m. and 8 p.m.; Thursday, Dec.
25, at noon; Saturday, Dec. 27, at 8 p.m.
Events
De Free Gallery
"Selections from the Permanent Collection" — Thursday, Jan.
8-Sunday, Feb. 15
Works from the college's collection.
'Trances Gillespie" — Monday, Feb. 23-Sunday, March 29
An exhibition of paintings.
"Senior Show" — Saturday, April 4-Sunday, May 3
Works by graduating seniors.
The gallery is open Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
and Saturday and Sunday from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Admission is free.
Theatre
Great Performance Series: Bob Berky — Friday-Saturday,
Jan. 16-17
A theatrical clown /mime.
Knickerbocker Theatre, 8 p.m.
Fen — Friday-Saturday, Feb. 20-21; Wednesday-Saturday,
Feb. 25-28
By Caryl Churchill
Directed by Daina Robins
DeWitt Center, main theatre, 8 p.m.
The Three Sisters — Thursday-Saturday, April 16-18;
Friday-Saturday, April 24-25
By Anton Chekhov
Directed by John Tammi
DeWitt Center, main theatre, 8 p.m.
Tickets for Hope College Theatre productions are $7 for regular
adult admission, $5 for Hope faculty and staff, and $4 for senior cit-
izens and students. The ticket office opens approximately two
weeks prior to performances. Its hours are: Monday-Friday, 10
a.m.- 5 p.m.; Saturday, noon-5 p.m. The office may be called at
(616) 395-7890.
Tickets for Great Performance Series are $10.50 for senior citizens,
$12.50 for other adults and $6.50 for students. For additional infor-
mation, call (616) 395-6996.
Alumni & Friends Dance
Regional Events
Clearwater, Fla. — Sunday, Feb. 22
Clearwater Country Club
Sarasota, Fla. — Tuesday, Feb. 24
SaraBay Country Club
Naples, Ha. — Thursday, Feb. 26
Countryside Country Club
The Clearwater, Sarasota and Naples, Fla., events in
February will feature a brunch with President Dr. John
H. Jacobson and Robert N. DeYoung '56, vice president
for college advancement.
Grand Rapids, Mich. — ^ Tuesday, Feb. 24
Featuring the Grand Rapids Griffins ice hockey team
playing the Michigan K-Wings at 7 p.m. at Van Andel
Arena. A pre-game reception, also at the arena, will run
from 5:45 p.m. to 6:45 p.m.
Winter Happening — ^Saturday, Feb. 7
Please see the advertisement on page 18 for additional
information.
Musical Showcase — Monday, March 16, 8 p.m.
DeVos Hall, Grand Rapids, Mich.
Alumni Weekend — Friday-Sunday, May 1-3
Includes reunions for every fifth class from '33 through
'78.
Holland Golf Outing — Monday, July 13
Community Day '98 — Saturday, Sept. 26
Homecoming '98 — Friday-Sunday, Oct. 9-11
Includes reunions for the Classes of '83, '88 and '93.
For additional information concerning alumni events, please call
the Office of Public and Alumni Relations at (616) 395-7860.
Instant Information
Updates on events, news and athletics at Hope may be
obtained 24 hours a day by calling (616) 395-7888.
Dance 24 — Thursday-Saturday, March 12-14
DeWitt Center main theatre
Tickets are $5 for general admission, and $4 for senior cit-
izens, Hope faculty and staff, and students. Additional
information may be obtained by calling (616) 395-7890.
Contemporary Motions Dance Company — Friday-Saturday,
April 3-4
Knickerbocker Theatre, 8 p.m.
Tickets are $5 for general admission, and $4 for senior cit-
izens, Hope faculty and staff, and students.
Spring Student Dance Concert — Monday-Tuesday, April
20-21
Knickerbocker Theatre, 8 p.m.
Admission is free.
No matter how far you live from Hope College, you can hear
live play-by-play action of Flying Dutchmen men's basket-
ball games by calling TEAMLINE. You can hear games
broadcast by WHTC in Holland from any telephone in the
U.S. or Canada, including home, office, car, hotel— even a
pay phone. TEAMLINE provides live game broadcasts of
more than 350 college and professional sports teams.
For more information about TEAMLINE, please write the Office
of Alumni and Public Relations; Hope College; PO Box 9000;
Holland, MI 49422-9000.
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Presidential Profile
The Jacobson presidency:
On-going transformer problems had left the
campus powerless earlier in the week —
inconvenient enough normally, but this
morning's meeting is being held in the win-
dowless theatre. Is a relapse imminent?
And then, the president speaks.
"Well. I didn't bring my flashlight, but
please rest assured that I've memorized my
speech and can continue even if the lights go
out."
The tension eases and the crowd laughs.
As it happens, the lights don't fail, and the
assembly continues without anything else
going amiss.
The gathering marks the start of President
Jacobson's 11th year at Hope's helm, and his
quick-witted response to the ill-timed
power outage is a telling example of his
approach to the presidency during the past
decade: assess the situation, put things in
perspective, consider the feelings of others
and forge ahead together.
Dr. Jacob E. Nyenhuis, provost and
professor of classics at Hope, has had a chance
to work closely with President Jacobson
throughout his 10-year presidency. He
appreciates the president7 s leadership style.
"He motivates more by trust and by
example than by edict," he said. "And so I
find myself striving to excel not out of any
fear of negative consequences, but rather
because he creates a climate of support and a
climate of excellence which nurtures that
striving."
"He has a remarkable restraint, I think, in
The president awards his first diploma, allowing for dissenting points of view to be
to Gwendolyn Abney ’88 Cunningham, expressed," Dr. Nyenhuis said. "And even
in May of 1988. when an issue has to be decided — and if he
has to make the decision — he does it in a way
The annual speech is part pep-talk and that is affirming of people, rather than
part prospectus, review and preview alike. making someone feel as if he's lost while
It sets a tone for the year's effort to come. someone else has won. And so there isn't a
The newly renovated theatre— a marvel that sense of competition, but rather a sense of
earns approving comments from those community."
gathered within— is a fitting setting. President Jacobson was inaugurated as
The president is at the podium. It, and he, Hope's 10th president in the fall of 1987. He
stand in solitude at center stage, the focus of had previously been provost and vice
all attention. The audience is silent as Dr. president for academic affairs at Empire
Jacobson begins his remarks. State College in New York, where he had
And the lights flicker ominously. Out-on. served since 1972.
Out-on. Out-on. He recalls being drawn initially to the
There is a brief pause. The audience Hope presidency by the college's strong
begins to murmer: what happens now? reputation, a characteristic quickly
President Jacobson receives a commemorative Sesquicentennial plate from
Holland Mayor Albert McGeehan ’66 (right) at Holland Municipal Stadium during the
1997 Hope-Holland Community Day on Saturday, Sept. 13.
It is the beginning.
Thursday, Aug. 21. The new school year
won't start formally until the Opening
Convocation a few days hence, but as far as
those who work at the college are concerned,
it's already under way. Summer's soft
slumber has been shaken away, and all has
been made ready.
The DeWitt Center main theatre is filled
with members of the faculty and staff as a
part of the Pre-College Conference.
President John H. Jacobson is about to
deliver his State of the College address.
- A decade of service -
reinforced in other ways.
"When I had the opportunity to talk to the
members of the search committee, I was very
impressed by the quality of those people," he
said. "And when I came on the campus and
had a chance to get a sense of its atmosphere,
I saw that it was just a wonderful place."
Every Hope president has built on the
work of those who have come before, but has
also shaped the college through his own
vision for the institution. President Jacobson
articulated his aspirations for Hope early in
his tenure: "Hope should be, and be
recognized as, the leading Christian liberal
arts college in the country. Hope should be,
and be recognized as, one of the nation's
leading liberal arts colleges."
To help turn the vision into action, he
organized the Hope in the Future strategic
planning process, gathering more than 100
members of the Hope family — alumni,
students, parents, Trustees, and members of
the faculty and staff— to help chart directions
for the college. The process ended in 1990,
and led directly to the Hope in the Future
fund-raising campaign.
The campaign's goals included enhancing
the academic program, strengthening
Christian life and witness, strengthening
student financial aid and improving campus
facilities. Hope in the Future concluded in June
of 1994 having raised $58.1 million. It resulted
in new scholarships and endowed faculty
chairs, dramatic expansion of the college's
Chapel program, and campus enhancements
such as the Haworth Conference and
Learning Center and Cook Hall.
The implementation of two other
planning processes, which also involved the
input of many members of the Hope
community, is on-going.
In 1996, the faculty approved a "core
curriculum" revision that followed years of
campus-wide review and study of other
institutions' efforts. The new plan originated
with needs identified during the Hope in the
Future planning process.
"One of the elements in that was the
perception that both faculty and students
were pulled in too many directions — by on
the one hand having too many courses to
take, and on the other hand having too many
courses to teach," President Jacobson said.
"And so we're trying to move to a
curriculum that will require fewer courses."
[The new core is on a four-credit, rather than
a three-credit, standard.]
"The other goal is to try to develop a core
program that takes into account some things
that are now known about how students
learn," he said. "The emphasis of the
freshman seminar, for example, is on
comparatively small groups of people
working together on topics that are intensely
interesting to them."
A Vision of Hope, approved by the Board of
Trustees in May, provides general guidelines
for Hope in the next quarter century. As with
the Hope in the Future strategic plan,
preparation of A Vision of Hope involved
representatives of the administration, alumni,
faculty and students as well.
A Vision of Hope continues to emphasize
excellence. Priorities include academic
excellence generally, with emphasis on
collaborative learning, such as student-
faculty research; Hope's ecumenical
Christian character; Hope as a caring
community; encounter with cultural
diversity, both on-campus and abroad;
preparing students for servant-leadership;
and respect and support for the surrounding
community and beyond.
One result of A Vision of Hope, President
Jacobson noted, is that the college has
conunitted itself to limiting its full-time-
equivalent enrollment to 3,000, a response to
the steady growth in the student body
through the years.
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"While this growth has been very good for
the college in certain ways, if it continues
indefinitely, it will tum the college into a
different kind of institution — and probably
not the kind of institution we want to be," he
said. "We are a small American liberal arts
college, one of the great merits of which is the
kind of personal attention that students
get — the fact that people are known as
individuals on the campus, and not as
numbers. You lose that if you get beyond a
certain point."
He noted that the increases in enrollment
have helped Hope by providing additional
tuition revenues that were used to make
on-going improvements to the college. One
challenge posed by limiting enrollment, he
said, is the need to find other sources for such
funds.
He'd just as soon avoid doing that by
increasing tuition. He noted that Hope's
tuition is -near the bottom of its comparison
group of similar colleges (like Macalester and
Jacobson said. "And that just does require
additional space and additional equipment."
Of the priorities identified through A
Vision of Hope, President Jacobson is
particularly proud of the already-existing
strength of Hope's relationship with the
surrounding community of Holland.
Hope-based programs like the Children's
After School Achievement (CASA) Program,
Higher Horizons, Project TEACH and
Upward Bound connect Hope with area
school children; Hope has collaborated in the
local "Weed & Seed" effort and initiated
"Walk to Work" (assisting faculty and staff
who purchase homes near campus) to help
support the local neighborhood. Arts events
bring thousands of community members to
campus annually. Local groups and
businesses meet on-campus^— including at the
new Haworth Conference and Learning
Center, a building designed specifically to
help link Hope physically with downtown
Holland.
Emily Hunt, daughter of grounds supervisor Bob Hunt, and her teddy bear interview
the president for a school project in 1994.
Oberlin), and he prefers to keep it that way.
It's also become clear. President Jacobson
believes, that the excellence sought in A Vision
of Hope is going to require significant
improvements in the physical plant —
particularly in the sciences.
Lubbers Hall, which used to house the
sciences, was 31 years old when the Peale
Science Center was dedicated. Peale —
which contains biology, chemistry, the
environmental and geological sciences, and
psychology, is already 24 — and is being
outgrown. While VanderWerf Hall — which
houses computer science, mathematics, and
physics and engineering — was renovated less
than a decade ago, its expanding departments
are also squeezed for space.
"Over the last 25 years the Hope College
science program has increased in the number
of students that it serves, and it has become
much more research-intensive, and many,
many students are involved seriously in
on-going research projects," President
"It is very positive that we have close ties
with the community," President Jacobson
said. 'There are very few colleges that have a
connection that's anything like Hope has. The
degree of cooperation and closeness of the
college to the community is almost without
parallel."
"And of course it's highly advantageous to
both college and community," he said.
A Vision of Hope is described as a guideline
for the next quarter century; a general
direction for the college to travel. No one at
the Hope College of 1997 wants to prescribe
exactly what should happen at the Hope of
2022.
IP s likely, though, that the Hope of 25 years
in the future will bear many resemblences to
its ancestor of today. The goal is for the
college to be better and stronger, while
remaining in essence the same.
The leadership of President John H.
Jacobson, now halfway through its 11th year,
is helping to pave the way.
Hope highlights, 1987-1997
1987 Dr. John H. Jacobson
inaugurated
1988 Van Wylen Library completed
1988 Admissions House completed
1988 Hope College acquires
Knickerbocker Theatre
downtown
1988 Hope Academy of Senior
Professionals (HASP)
established
1989 Children's After School
Achievement (CASA) Program
moves to Hope
1990 Women's Basketball Team wins
Division IH national championship
1990 Carl Frost Center for Social
Science Research established
1990 Hope in the Future strategic plan
approved by Board of Trustees
1990 Van Andel Plaza completed
1990 Van Zoeren/VanderWerf
renovation and DeWitt Center
for Economics and Business
Administration completed
1990 Heidi Hudson-Mairet '91
receives British Marshall
Scholarship
1991 Biologist Dr. Harvey
Blankespoor named the
national "Professor of the Year"
by The Council for
Advancement and Support of
Education (CASE) and The
Carnegie Foundation for the
Advancement of Teaching
1991 Lugers Fieldhouse completed
1991 Michael Theune '92 receives
British Marshall Scholarship
1992 Dr. Stephen Hemenway of
English faculty named Michigan
"Professor of the Year"
Inauguration Day, 1987
1994 Six-court DeWitt Tennis Center
completed
1994 A.C. Van Raalte Institute for
Historical Studies established
1994 Hope in the Future fund-raising
campaign concludes, having
raised $58.1 million
1994 Ryan Bennink '95 receives
British Marshall Scholarship
1996 "Core curriculum" revision
approved by faculty vote
1996 78-84 E. Eighth St. and 100 E.
Eighth St. purchased
1996 Jack Ridl of English faculty
named Michigan "Professor of
the Year"
1997 Haworth Conference and
Learning Center completed
1997 A Vision of Hope, a guide for
Hope during the next 25 years,
approved by Board of Trustees
1997 Cook Hall completed
1997 Enrollment is 2,911 students
(up from 2,710 in 1987)
1997 Endowment is $91 million
(up from $20 million in 1987)
Haworth Center groundbreaking, 1995
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Campus Notes
Site visits enhance project
Although the computer has proven a useful tool to Hope sociologists Drs.
Donald Luidens ’69 and Roger Nemeth as they conduct their study of the RCA,
old-fashioned site visits proved invaluable in helping add meaning to the data
they’ve been collecting.
Going there made a
difference.
Field work during the summer
breathed life into the statistics being col-
lected and analyzed by a team of Hope
students, alumni and faculty who are
studying membership trends in the
Reformed Church in America (RCA).
The team was working on a
multi-year study being led by Dr.
Donald Luidens '69 and Dr. Roger
Nemeth of the sociology faculty. The
research, supported through a grant
from Lilly Endowment Inc., is gathering
congregational membership and pas-
toral service data for the past 150 years to
develop a better understanding of the
directions that the denomination has
traveled in the past— and may travel in
the future.
The project is providing an opportuni-
ty for the students involved to gain
practical experience. Mathematics major
Nobu Shimizu '97 of Japan, for example,
put his talents to work creating a com-
puter application for working with the
data. Others, such as Dana Huyser of
Gordon College, were responsible for
compiling and standardizing the infor-
mation, which often came from
wildly-varying sources. "I made sure it's
ready to go and to put together with the
rest of the data," she said.
They learned a bit about the denomi-
nation at the same time. "I just found it
interesting to watch and see which
churches originated and when, and
where in the country they originated,"
said Tracy Menken '96, now doing grad-
uate work in physical therapy at Central
Michigan University.
The statistics show how the RCA's
2,500 congregations have ebbed and
flowed through the years. The team's
visits helped them better understand the
meaning behind some of the numbers.
"What struck us was just how power-
ful the social forces were on these
churches," said Dr. Nemeth, a professor
of sociology. "We looked at the statistical
data on all these churches before we went
out there. But actually seeing the church-
es and their surrounding environs really
helped us understand the social forces
behind the numbers."
The eight researchers conducted site
visits at two New York churches. The
churches represented two different
"types": one was a small "ex-urban"
church, set in a rural locale but attended
by parishioners who often worked in the
big city; the other was a centuries-old
urban church in a city with equally-old
Dutch roots.
In particular, connecting with the
people at the churches put a human face
on the data. The parishioners were also
more than willing to take the time to work
with the group and share their stories. "It
was kind of neat, just how we got to know
some of the members," said Beth Volkers,
a senior from Grandville, Mich.
At one of the two churches, accounts
of a rift that prompted part of the congre-
gation to set out on its own explained a
membership decline that the researchers
had observed before. Decline at the other
matched deterioration of the surrounding
neighborhood (the church, however, was
also committed to staying put and minis-
tering to the needs of its community). As
one community had lost some of its
industry, and residents moved away, so,
too, did the church's membership.
Talks with older, long-term
members and younger, newer members
helped uncover the reasons they had
joined — often, proximity to home in the
case of the ex-urban church, and pro-
grams and services in the case of the
inner-city one.
"It was really interesting to see that
each church had its own personality,"
said Sarahjoy Crewe '94, who has been
working with the researchers since her
days as a Hope student and continues to
do so during her summers. "And we
never would have understood some of
these historical forces if we hadn't
visited."
The researchers also came to appreci-
ate the history of the places concerned —
such as through the time they spent in
one 17th century church's archives. "We
were mingling with documents that were
signed by the likes of Peter Stuyvesant
and George II," Dr. Luidens said.
Drs. Luidens and Nemeth are now
developing case studies based on the
churches' experiences. The case studies
will provide narrative, representative
examples of the different types of evente
reflected by the statistical information.
(Continued from page three.)
The book focuses on how different
political perspectives affect the way people
view political issues. New material in the
third edition emphasizes recent changes in
American government, especially those
related to the operation of Congress and
the roles of groups marginalized by the
political system.
CORRECTIONS: The wrong genera-
tional ties were listed for freshman
Matthew DeLoof of Holland, Mich. While
Matthew is a Second Generation student,
as claimed in the October issue of news
from Hope College, we listed the wrong
ancestors. His generational connection is
through his maternal grandfather, Charles
Knooihuizen '47 of Holland, Mich., and
Naples, Ha.
The wrong freshman anchor was identi-
fied in the October issue. Pictured on the
lower right of page 13 is Brian Murphy of
Bloomfield Hills, Mich.
FACULTY KUDOS:
Priscilla Atkins of the faculty has
received recognition from Penwood Review
for a poem the journal published earlier
this year.
Professor Atkins, a librarian with the
rank of assistant professor, received an
"Editor's Choice Award" for her poem
"Letter to Anne Frank," published in the
journal's spring, 1997, issue. The issue
marked the debut of the journal, which is
based in Los Alamitos, Calif., and
designed as a poetry publication for stu-
dents, educators and writers in the
Christian community.
Her poetry has appeared in publications
including Passages North, Southern Poetry
Review, The Spoon River Poetry Review, The
William and Mary Review, The Midwest
Quarterly and The Nebraska Review. She has
had more than 40 works published.
John Cox '67, who is the DuMez
Endowed Professor of English, is one of 12
scholars who have been invited to join a.
seminar on "Theory and Practice of
Editing" at the Folger Library in
Washington, D.C.
The 10-week seminar will examine how
editors deal with early modem manu-
scripts and printed materials, especially in
light of recent changes in the field that
have resulted from contemporary theories
of literature and the availability of new
electronic resources. The seminar will be
led by Barbara A. Mowat, coeditor of the
New Folger Library Shakespeare, with the
help of other experienced editors. Dr. Cox
will travel to Washington each week to
attend the seminar sessions, which will run
from late January through early April.
Dr. Cox applied for the seminar because
he is working on a new edition of one of
Shakespeare's early history plays, Henry VI,
Part III, for the third Arden Shakespeare.
One of the first editions to publish
each of Shakespeare's plays in a separate
volume, the Arden Shakespeare has been
published twice before in the 20th
century by some of the best
Shakespearean editors. The Folger
seminar will ensure that first-time editors
are aware of how the field is changing
and will give them a chance to consult
with leading editors of Shakespeare's
plays and of other early modem texts.
James Herrick, professor of communi-
cation and chair of the department, has
had an essay published examining the
way that the controversy surrounding the
English Deists' challenging of church doc-
trine in 18th century England influenced
the framers of the Bill of Rights.
Dr. Herrick's article, "The English
Deists' Argument for Freedom of
Expression: Religious Inquiry and the
First Amendment," has been published in
the 1996 edition of the Free Speech Yearbook,
recently released by the Southern Illinois
University Press.
The essay argues that Constitutional
framers Thomas Jefferson and James
Madison were influenced by the English
Deists of the early 18th century as they
developed their argument for freedom of
expression as it appears in the First
Amendment, and that freedom of expres-
sion was inseparably linked with freedom
of religious inquiry for the Deists.
John Van Iwaarden '57, professor of
mathematics, recently attended the 10th
Annual International Conference on
Technology in College Mathematics, held
in Chicago, 111.
At the conference, he served as the mod-
erator for the session "Computer
Technology and Interactive Differential
Equations." In addition, he presented a
poster session, "Student Projects in
Calculus Using Maple," during which he
outlined the activities of the college's
department of mathematics in the area.
Materials from the poster session are being
distributed to more than 40 colleges and
universities across the nation. ^
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Opening minds, meeting needs
Professor Sue Mooy ’64 Cherup’s “Exceptional Child” class hears tales of growing up with cerebral palsey
from Johnnie Tuitel ’88. Tuitel first spoke with one of Professor Cherup’s classes as a Hope freshman — an
experience that has since led to a career speaking around the country.
Why did my parents keep me?”
Speaking to an "Exceptional Child" class at Hope on an
overcast September afternoon, Johnnie Tuitel '88 of Grand
Rapids, Mich., has just explained that he was a "preemie,"
born three months early when his mother suffered an
attack of appendicitis. He weighed only one pound, four
ounces, and wasn't expected to survive.
He bucked the odds, but was left with cerebral palsy
when he received too much oxygen while in an incubator
during his first three months. Recognizing his disability,
the doctors advised his parents to institutionalize him.
"They heard these words," Tuitel said. "'Your son will
never walk, never talk, never feed himself. He will be
completely dependent upon you and society for the rest of
his life.'"
His parents didn't listen. Tuitel has challenged the
class to identify why.
There is silence, and then one student offers,
tentatively, "Because your parents loved you?"
The answer provides a starting point. Love, certainly,
was at work, but Tuitel notes that his parents also felt
responsible for him. "They said, 'We wanted you in the
first place. You're our responsibility.'"
He also pokes fun at his heritage — his mother and
father were recent emigres from the Netherlands. "Plus
they were Dutch," he said. "Dutch people never give
away anything."
For the classroom full of future teachers, Tuitel goes on
to describe his parents' dedication in working with him;
biases he encountered from some educators in the days
before mandated mainstreaming; others' openness in
including him — in activities like Rocket baseball and
football, and managing his high school football team; and
even ways he found to use his disability to get away with
misbehaving in school.
Such appearances on-campus bring him full circle.
Tuitel first spoke to one of Hope's "Exceptional Child"
classes as a freshman, when a friend who was enrolled in
the course convinced him to serve as a living example for
a group project.
“Cerebral palsy did take my
legs, but it didn’t take my heart.
It didn’t take my mind, it didn’t
take my ability to laugh, it didn’t
take my ability to celebrate.”
— Johnnie Tuitel ’88
He didn't plan to make a career of the experience, but
the professor. Sue Mooy '64 Cherup, invited him back for
the next semester's class — and the next, and the next and
the next. From those Hope beginnings, he now speaks
around the country, addressing audiences ranging from
elementary-age children to professional groups.
"He tells future teachers things that they are not going
to read about in a textbook," Professor Cherup said. "I
always ask students to evaluate, and it's just unanimous:
'Get him back. He's the best.'"
"He talks about how a person with a disability can use
that disability to their advantage," she said. "And he tells
teachers not to let kids do that, because he lost out
academically in school by doing it."
"Another thing is, he has such a fine sense of humor.
And while you might be able to read about that in a book,
1 think it's good for students to hear someone's story — and
to see how he uses humor throughout his presentation,"
she said. "I think it's important for students to see that it's
okay to laugh. You can be happy."
"And he can be confrontational, and I mean that in a
good way," she said. "Our text can have these little boxes
of 'What about this little scenario?,' but when Johnnie
comes in and says, 'Why do you think I'm in this chair?,'
and everybody clams up like, 'Oh, can I talk about this?' — I
think he challenges them to think, and that's really good."
Tuitel's commitment to building awareness has recently
jumped from the speaker's stage to the printed page. He
and Sharon Lamson of Norton Shores, Mich., are
co-authors of The Barn at Gun Lake, a youth-oriented
mystery novel set in West Michigan that focuses on an
11-year-old who has cerebral palsy, his group of friends
and their adventures.
The authors worked to keep the message subtle. While
they include their young protagonist's disability and its
ramifications, they emphasize that he is first and foremost
an active, imaginative pre-teen. "It explores the issues of
being in a wheelchair, but in an underlying way," Tuitel
said.
Those from Hope, incidentally, will find that the central
character's name has a familiar ring: Johnnie Jacobson.
The connection didn’t strike Tuitel until last spring,
when he was speaking to one of Professor Cherup's
classes and Hope's President Jacobson was attending as a
guest. Tuitel mentioned the book, and then started to
identify the character by name when he glanced at the
president and the similarity hit him.
He recalls that the similarity hit the president, too.
"I've never seen the man laugh so hard in my life," Tuitel
said.
"It was really a weird coincidence, because you don't
think of President Jacobson as 'Johnnie Jacobson,"' Tuitel
said.
Tuitel initially developed the idea for the story and
outlined it with George Ranville '78 of Grand Rapids,
Mich. Tuitel and Ranville work together as co-founders
of "Alternatives in Motion," a charitable organization that
contributes wheelchairs to those who have no other way
of acquiring them.
Tuitel first thought about the need for such a service in
1992, when an operation to remove his spasticity left him
requiring a new sort of wheelchair — and he learned that
insurance wouldn't provide one. He eventually acquired
his chair, but realized that others might not be so
fortunate. The chairs cost $1,500 to $10,000.
He met Ranville, who has background in marketing,
while doing some summer work, helping remodel
Ranville's kitchen. Ranville's brother-in-law (A1
Noerenberg '84 of Naperville, 111.) had been paralyzed in
a 1991 accident, giving him an appreciation of Tuitel's
perspective.
"When I started listening to some of the issues he was
talking about, I could relate," Ranville said.
They decided to join forces and do something about it.
"Alternatives in Motion" was born.
The charity presented its first wheelchair in October of
1995. The organization placed 15 in 1996, and expects to
give away a total of 40 in 1997.
For his work as president of "Alternatives in Motion,"
Tuitel received an "Unsung Hero Award" on April 17,
1997, presented by former President Gerald R. Ford.
(Tuitel can't help but laugh when watching a video of the
ceremony. He explains, "When he gave me the award I
ran over his foot, and he almost fell off the stage, and he
said, 'Not again!"')
Speaker. Author. Charity founder. There's been a lot
of activity in the past of a 34-year-old who wasn't
supposed to have any future. He also has a lot planned
for the days and months to come.
His speaking engagements continue. A second book in
the "Gun Lake Gang Adventure Series" is in the works.
"Alternatives in Motion" still has dozens of requests for
chairs to fill.
And Tuitel is driven.
"Cerebral palsy did take my legs, but it didn't take my
heart," he said. "It didn't take my mind, it didn't take my
ability to laugh, it didn't take my ability to celebrate."
"The first wheelchair that I gave away did something to
me," Tuitel said. "When you take the focus off yourself, and
put it on someone else, your life will change forever,
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Fall Sports Roundup
Athletic excellence has an encort
After awhile Hope
sports fans have to
wonder how things can
get any better on the
intercollegiate scene.
The recently concluded fall season
brought conference, regional and national
recognition to teams, student-athletes and
coaches.
The result is Hope leading the Michigan
Intercollegiate Athletic Association (MIAA)
all-sports standings by a comfortable
margin.
A highlight of the fall was Hope's first
MIAA football crown in a decade. It all came
down to a season-ending, winner-take-all
home game against the defending conference
champions. Hope prevailed with great
drama to claim the first championship under
coach Dean Kreps.
Hope's nationally ranked volleyball team
won the MIAA championship for the second
consecutive year and earned a berth in the
NCAA Division III championships. Two
other teams — men's soccer and women's
cross country — also gained NCAA playoff
opportunities.
Fans were treated to perhaps the best
running back in Hope gridiron history as
senior Brandon Graham of Hudsonville,
Mich., became the first Hope player to rush
Senior Becky Schmidt eyed an MIAA vol-
leyball championship and league most
valuable player honors.
for over 1,000 yards in three consecutive
seasons. Graham is one of 10 finalists for the
Gagliardi Trophy, which is presented to the
outstanding football player in NCAA
Division III.
Hope's rich history of excellence in cross
country continued as two runners, senior
Ellen Schultz of Maple City, Mich., and Becky
Timmer of Pella, Iowa, achieved
All-America status at the NCAA champi-
onship. Coach Mark Northuis '82 was voted
the Great Lakes region women's cross
country coach of the year.
No Hope team finished below third place
in an MIAA sport during the fall season.
That resulted in Hope building a sizeable
lead in the conference all-sports standings.
Hope has 80 all-sports points, followed by
Alma with 55, Calvin 52, Albion 49,
Kalamazoo 45, Olivet 28 and Adrian 26.
Hope is the defending MIAA all-sports
champion and has won the award a
league-leading 20 times.
Flying Dutchmen Claim
MIAA Football Crown
The 100th year of MIAA football provided
the perfect setting for a Hope College revival.
A conference championship had eluded the
Flying Dutchmen for a decade, and
pre-season pollsters pegged Hope to finish
no better than second. When the ninth week
of the season arrived, there was a champi-
onship on the line.
Eight-time defending Albion was the
opponent and viewed by many as the
favored team. But not in the eyes of a deter-
mined team led by 17 senior players who had
said since the beginning of the season that a
conference championship was within reach.
And they were not to be denied. Hope pre-
vailed 28-25 in a game as exciting as any in
the century of league play. Hope gained a
big third quarter lead (28-6), was challenged
by Albion's fourth quarter comeback (28-25
with 4:15 to play) and then put together a
defensive stand in the closing minute to win
the game and a league co-championship
with Adrian.
The season had started with the excite-
ment of the first overtime game (a 35-34 loss
to Valparaiso) and a week later the first home
night game in more than 20 years. A record
Holland Municipal Stadium crowd of 6,421
fans enjoyed a 27-0 Hope victory over
Benedictine. It was apparent that good things
were going to happen in 1997.
The Flying Dutchmen finished with a 6-3
overall record and were 4-1 in conference
play. Eight players were named to the
All-MIAA first team — the most since 1987 —
and five received second team recognition.
Brandon Graham was voted the MlAA's
most valuable offensive player. His statistics
were staggering. This season he rushed for
1,516 yards and scored 20 touchdowns to
bring his career totals to 4,362 yards and 49
TDs.
Graham was also voted Michigan's
Division III player of the year by the National
Football Foundation and College Football
Hall of Fame, and is one of 10 finalists for
national Division III player of the year
The Flying Dutchmen had reason to celebrate as they captured their first MIAA football diam
honors, both firsts for Hope. He is also a can-
didate for GTE Academic All-America
honors.
Joining him on the All-MIAA first team
are senior offensive tackle Rick Frens of
Grand Rapids, Mich., junior offensive tackle
Tony Petkus of Jenison, Mich., senior offen-
sive guard Todd Hornsby of Grand Rapids,
Mich., senior placekicker Travis Williams of
Hastings, Mich., senior defensive end Aaron
Otis of East Jordan, Mich., and senior line-
backer Bryan Boodt and senior defensive
back Adam Osmun, both of Gobles, Mich.
Second team All-MIAA honorees were
senior defensive lineman Lou Raj of Taylor,
Mich., senior wide receiver Brad Bolton of
Mio, Mich., junior linebacker Adam
Paarlberg of Alto, Mich., junior defensive
back Dave DeHommel of Jenison, Mich., and
senior punter Josh Bruwer of East Grand
Rapids, Mich.
Champion Volleyball Team
Is Unbeaten in MIAA Play
With a senior-dominated lineup, the
Flying Dutch gained national recognition en
route to winning a second consecutive MIAA
championship.
The Flying Dutch opened the season with
a school-record 17-game winning streak.
They finished 12-0 in MIAA play and were
28-3 after the regular season. Under
first-year coach Maureen Odland, the Flying
Dutch were ranked seventh in the nation and
received their first NCAA tournament bid in
a decade. The tournament trail was all too
short as the Flying Dutch lost in the first
round in five games to Ohio Northern.
Senior middle hitter Becky Schmidt of
Holland, Mich., was voted the MlAA's most
valuable player and was joined on the
all-conference first team by teammates Liz
de Haan, a senior from Holland, Mich., and
junior Heather Veiling of Byron Center,
Junior Gretchen Schoon maintained a
family tradition of athletic excellence
an All-MIAA soccer player.
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Mich. Schmidt and Veiling were also named
to the Great Lakes all-region team.
Voted to the All-MIAA second team were
seniors Emily Bakker and Kuria Van Wieren
both of Holland, Mich.
Cross Country Has Two
NCAA All-Americans
When senior Ellen Schultz and junior
Becky Timmer achieved NCAA
All-American status, they joined an elite
group of Hope cross country runners.
Both achieved All-MIAA honors as the
Flying Dutch finished second in the confer-
ence women's standings Two weeks later,
they led their team to a second place finish in
the NCAA Great Lakes regional meet and a
berth in the national championship for the
sixth time since 1985. They were able to over-
eome rain, cold and a muddy course in
Boston, Mass., to become All-Americans. As
they had all season, they ran together, finish-
es iust f°ur seconds apart: Schultz in 25th
r amon8 184 runners and Timmer in
i h- Also achieving All-MIAA first team
onors was senior Stacy Browns of
Lamsburg, Mich.
The Flying Dutchmen finished third in the
MIAA men's standings and 10th in the Great
bikes regional field. Achieving All-MIAA
^ond team recognition were freshman Joe
daman of Sawyer, Mich., senior Jeremy
'gord of Otsego, Mich., and sophomore
Uul Berke of Park Ridge, 111.
Men's Soccer Team Gains
4th Straight Tourney Berth
The tradition of excellence continued in
men's soccer, although the Flying Dutchmen
were thwarted in their bid for a fourth con-
secutive conference championship.
Hope finished second in the MIAA stand-
ings, but a quality schedule earned the
Flying Dutchmen a berth in the NCAA play-
offs and an opportunity to host a first round
game. The team's first victory of the season
was a milestone 100th under coach Steve
Smith, who in eight seasons has guided the
Flying Dutchmen to a 114-30-9 record.
During the course of the season, the Flying
Dutchmen battled Wheaton, 111., to a score-
less tie, the only blemish on the record of the
eventual national champions. An exciting
regular season-ending 3-2 overtime victory
over Wilmington in Ohio propelled the
Flying Dutchmen into the playoffs.
The playoffs brought Ohio Wesleyan to
Holland as Hope hosted a playoff game for
the first time in more than a decade. The vis-
iting Battling Bishops prevailed 2-0,
however, leaving Hope with a 15-5-1 record.
Senior forward Blair Richards of Okemos,
Mich., and junior Andy Dressier of Portage,
Mich., were each named to the All-MIAA
first team for a second consecutive year.
Named to the All-MIAA second team were
senior midfielder Aaron Dean of Grand
Haven, Mich.; sophomore forward Sean
Toohey and junior goalkeeper Darren
Toohey, both from Canberra, Australia; and
junior back Zach Jonker of Petoskey, Mich.
Women's Soccer Team
Are Winners Again
The Flying Dutch posted their ninth con-
secutive winning season while finishing
third in the MIAA. The seven consecutive
victories early in the season set a school
record, as did the team's 54 goals for the
year.
Junior all-leaguer Melody Morsheck of
Kalamazoo, Mich., tied the Hope single
season record for goals scored (19) and set a
new mark for total points (48).
She was joined on the All-MIAA first
team by junior Gretchen Schoon of Holland,
Mich., who maintained a family tradition of
athletic excellence at Hope. Gretchen's
father, the Rev. Jon Mark Schoon '63, was an
All-MIAA football player his senior year,
while her brother, J.R. Schoon '91, achieved
All-MIAA honors in track as both a junior
and senior.
Named to the All-MIAA second team
were junior midfielders Tina Gill of
Kalamazoo, Mich., and Sarah Klaasen of
Holland, Mich.
Both Golf Teams Finish
Second In MIAA Standings
Hope's golf teams both excelled on the
links this fall as they finished second in their
respective Michigan Intercollegiate Athletic
Association races.
The Flying Dutchmen had their best
finish in the men's standings in six years,
winning two conference tournaments with
their best-ever team cumulative score.
Senior Kevin Freng of Kalamazoo, Mich.,
finished fourth in the individual standings to
achieve All-MIAA first team honors. Senior
Jay Prasad of North Muskegon, Mich., an
All-MIAA second team honoree, had the
distinction of shooting the first hole-in-one
in a league tournament. Freshman Andy
Nietring of East Grand Rapids, Mich., was
also a second team honoree.
The Flying Dutch have finished first or
second every year since MIAA women's golf
began in 1991. All of the teams have been
guided by Jane Holman, who announced her
retirement from coaching at the end of the
season.
Sophomore Ellen Colenbrander of
Holland, Mich., achieved All-MIAA honors
for the second straight year as she finished
second in the individual standings. She was
the conference medalist three times.
Achieving All-MIAA second team distinc-
tion were junior Melanie Oonk of Holland,
Mich., junior Elizabeth Yared of East Grand
Rapids, Mich., and senior Mindi Shills of
Kalamazoo, Mich.
Running back Brandon Graham eluded tacklers, but not the honors as he was named a
finalist for NCAA Division III player of the year.
Homecoming ’97
Where memories begin
Past, present and future blend during Homecoming.
Alumni return, and students remain, celebrating a place
of beginning and belonging. Through reunions, fraternity
and sorority open houses, the parade, the game and its
pageantry, and the Homecoming Worship Service — timeless
traditions, all — they enjoy together an experience they
share in common in the journey of life.
Homecoming images, Saturday, Oct. 18. Clockwise, from top Schrier’s status as Homecoming King; the Delphis and
right: home crowd cheers during the game (Adrian won, Cosmos show spirit during the parade; and alumni reminisce
26-19); the Centurians celebrate fraternity brother David during the ’82 reunion.
1982 — Row 1: Cynthia Black, Nancy Moore Souders, Kim Kuiper Josephson, Lynn Avery ’83 Zimmerman, Suzanne DeVries Zimmerman, Peter Smith, Nancy MacArthur Smith, Nancy
DeBliek, Sue Marceny Caltrider, Bruce Caltrider; Row 2: Karen Kennedy Arnold, Jane Terpstra, Bryan Decker, Kathy Lawrence, Karen Bourn Couk, Cathleen Bast Holbrook, Beth Thompson
Moes, Eva Gaumond, Jeff Tyler, Beth Doom '84 Tyler, Marla Hoffman Lunderberg, Jon Lunderberg; Row 3: Karline Muir Gibson, Tim Schipper, Teresa Penhorwood-Johnson, Ed Stinson,
Cathy Harter, Linda Flanagan Smith, Al Smith, Tim McGee, David Rhem, Harvey Koedyker, Karen Heikema Koedyker, Dave Moored, Pete White; Row 4: Scott Dunn '85, Nicolette Tienstra
Dunn, Jeff Porte ’84, Terri Vander Weide Porte, Debbie Webster Wood, Ron Wood, Steve Kalmbach, Donna Domkowski Sawyer, Joseph Sawyer, Guy Sawyer, Fred Van Dyke, Dan Rink
NFHC December 1997
Homecoming ’97
1987 Row 1: Kathy Hogenboom 85 Olgers Gale Wright Knight, Courtney Knight, Tammie Brewer Grabowski, Fran Grabowski, Theresa VandenBerg Post, Matthew Post, Jennifer Post Kris
Hanson Lefley, Kim Fischer DenBesten, Mark VanKerkhoff 86, Amy McCartney VanKerkhoff, Beth French Webster; Row 2: Mary Norden Kuiper, Kathy Chandler DeWitt Susan Lewis Foreman
Kns TerMaat Duimstra, Kim Taylor Simons, Sally Rutgers Fikse (and Jacob), Mark Fikse (and Megan and Kristen); Row 3: Greg Olgers, Doug Van Dyken, Beth Kooienga Van Dyken Christine
Momson Lisa Tjoelker Glatz, Wayne Glatz Charlotte Johnson Heideman, Terri Herman, Teresa van den Hombergh, Lindsey Dood, Rick Webster '84, Connie Kramer ’86 Sattler, William Sattler
M-'un ttle,r ’ ^at'e, ?OW fi ^VerKaik, Parter VerKaik, Vicki Vaughn VerKaik, Rhonda Bean Carter, Mikayla Carter, Jacob Carter, Deb Fleming, Jennifer Phelps, Julie Adams Bennett’
MicheHe McKay Mork, Knstiana Mork Steve Mork, Marcel J. Sales; Row 5: Dwight Beal, Pam Ourada Van Putten (holding Julia Suhajda), Janice Day Suhajda with Ben Suhajda, Tom Tenhor Anne
Sly, Cheryl Henderson Raymer (and Sophie Raymer), Cyndi Jager Gibson, Carla Plumert Weese, Cheryl Dykema, Marcia Sayer Davis, Elizabeth Buurma Berkey; Row 6: Rachelle Hoffiz Kasten
Moira Powers Smith, Daun meune Richmond, Susan Hart, Phil Tams, John Gardner, Barry Immink, Bill Shell, Chris Shell; Row 7: Jeanne Harris Page, Amy Hendrickson Habben, Susie Thompson
’ J]10rnaf^0,0llhan' Mark DeWitt, Dawn DeYoung ’92 DeWitt, Joe Caliento, Anne Latham, Barb Good Van Heest; Row 8: Theresa Van Istendal Buhl, Sandy Judson Kemink Lyn Curley
Walker, Michael Dickinson, Sarah Eberhard Dickinson, Heidi Baehr Lakanen, Jenny VanderHart Foster, David Foster, Susan Kunkle Thesing, Robin Beckett VanderHart Paul VanderHart '86
C?"olyn McCreedy Mitchell, Kristy Arthurs Mitchell, Kate Singer, Rasa Hollander Mellema, Kate Rogers, Sabrina Haverdink, Megan Balloid, Jennifer McGlynn, Cheryl Becker Van
Appledom, Mary Haddon Lindstrom; Row 2: Karen Knapp Bishop, Renee Seabold Willemsen, Julie Shensky Yonkus, Kristen Koole Zoetewey, Reba O'Shesky Hermen, Susan Hollar, Holly
Villepipue, Kate Elenbaas Voetberg, Shelly Bareman, Carolyn Griesmann, Pam Reahm Lawrence (and Abby), Dawn DeYoung DeWitt (and Seth), Mark DeWitt '87; Row 3: Scott Bishop, Jennifer
Buell Mahnken Ron Hubbert, Sara Meixner North, Judy Bayer, Rebecca Bache Schafer, Laura Campbell Halsey, Holly Brown, Heather Shoup, Amy Alverson Hodgson; Row 4: Amy Sample,
Julie Beemer Hubbert, Kathleen Shutt, Robert Wertheimer, Andrea Partenheimer, Aaron Niemi, Cathy Davidson Thomas, Steve Thomas, Jamie Fischer, Kristen Kingma DeWitt, Cal Hodgson;
Row 5: Kirsten Strand, Heidi Short Hansing, Patricia Albrecht Everett, Kim Headley Walters; Row 6: Curt Schreur, Lisa DeBoer Schreur, Andy Sellers, Jennifer Jan/is Sellers, Christy Guth Dan
Ross, Lance Evert 91, Rochelle Anderson Evert, Becky Koops Schnaidt, Deb Fry Marten, Lisa Fisher Genova, Michelle Comfort Grill, Jeff Grill, Kathryn Caine VanOveren; Row 7: Catherine
Bolks Muir, Jennifer Fettig, Emily Erickson '95 Mann, Ann Kellaway McFall, Veronica Vroon Bosgraaf, Diane Peddie Sinclair, Suzanne Greicar, Jeananne Engelbert Reich, Alan Keip, Usa Lober
Ashley; Row 8: Jill Eemgenburg Keisling, Brian Keisling, Ken Moored, Larry Mann, Susan Vander Velde, Julie McCoy King, David King, Suzanne Stoll Douma, Catherine Gerdy Stevens, Daniel
Vanlwaarden, Brad Kruithof, Nick Else, Joann Schma Miller, Keith Reynolds; Row 9: Jeff Grate, Andrew Chen, Liz Kaye Bachwich, Peter Bachwich, Brian VanDerWerff, Joe Miklosi, Todd Query,
John Miller 89; Row 10: Ronald Wiegerink, C. Kevin Clark, Beth Newell Clark, Don Lingle, Chris Collins, Lance Ray, Jason Bomers, Renee Gauthier Bomers, Lisa Edmiston '93 Query
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Alumni News
Tree stylist to the stars
For Bob Pranga ’84, a
holiday hobby has become
a high-profile career.
Pranga is the founder of "Dr. Christmas,"
a holiday decorating company based in West
Hollywood, Calif., that caters to a celebrity
clientele — a list that this year includes Carrie
Fisher, Andy Garcia, Debbie Reynolds, Rod
Stewart and Jennifer Tilly, among others.
He and partner Debi Staron have made
appearances in publications like Billboard
magazine, and are scheduled to be featured
soon in segments on CNN and Live with
Regis and Kathie Lee. They give seminars
across the country. Their new, three-part
video — The Complete Tree, which provides
tips on selecting, lighting and decorating
Christmas trees — makes "Dr. Christmas's"
expertise available to a national audience.
The company is in its 12th year, employs
a crew of 10 and has designed more than
2,500 trees — 350 in this year alone.
It's not where Pranga saw himself at the
outset. 'This was not even a concept," he
said.
He originally set out to make his big
break as an actor in New York City — a
dream inspired in part by a student intern-
ship he'd held at Saturday Night Live while
participating in the GLCA New York Arts
Semester.
"That whetted my appetite for New
York/' he said. "That following fall, after
graduation, I moved back to New York with
$200 in my pocket and big ideas."
Pranga landed a regular spot on the soap
opera Ryan's Hope for two-and-a-half years,
and took other parts including roles in the
soap Loving and in the film Three Men and a
Baby.
In between acting jobs, though, he made
ends meet in other ways — waiting tables, in
retail, as a tour guide for the City of New
York, whatever it took.
One of those jobs was at Macy's. There he
discovered that in addition to enjoying
holiday decorating, he was also good at it.
Soon, he had a one-man side-business
going. Staron, a fellow actor, joined him in
1989. They decided to make the enterprise a
full-time operation, and moved it to
California. They made some celebrity con-
tacts and received good word-of-mouth,
and business has grown from there.
"It became a hobby that turned into a
career because it was fun to do," Pranga said.
"And it kind of runs alongside with the
acting in a way, because we deal with a lot of
the same people, we're on television,
etcetera."
For "Dr. Christmas," the holiday runs
year-round. Pranga noted that retailers start
focusing on the next season in January, so
the company is busy early in the year
working at trade shows, marketing the
videos, making contacts and so on. There's a
break in May and June, after which the
company starts getting busy again, with the
new season's decorating beginning in
earnest in the early fall.
Pranga and Staron take one of three
approaches to each decorating situation,
depending on what the client wants:
working with the decorations already on-site;
using what's on-site as a starting point, and
enhancing it; or starting from scratch. They
handle everything from the initial set-up, to
putting the decorations away and removing
the tree after the holidays are over.
In the July issue of Florist's Review, Pranga
notes that die name "Dr. Christmas" was
bestowed by one of his first clients in Los
Angeles because he was available 24 hours a
day to help with emergencies, such as lights
burning out before a big dinner party.
Armed with the Midwest sensibilities of
his childhood (he grew up in Sturgis, Mich.),
Pranga admits that the idea of "hiring in"
holiday decorators can seem a bit extreme.
He notes, however, that many of "Dr.
Christmas's" celebrity clients have career
demands that simply don't leave them the
time to do it themselves — and particularly
not to generate the sort of showcase-quality
displays that they need when entertaining at
home.
At the same time, Pranga and Staron have
had experience through their work that they
feel can benefit anybody doing holiday deco-
rating, and that's where the seminars and
video come in.
The tone is light-hearted — a perspective
that Pranga thinks the process needs. "My
message every time is, 'Remember, we're not
curing cancer — we're decorating a tree. This
is supposed to be fun,'" he said.
"Magazines always ask me two big ques-
tions," he said. "They go, 'Where do you see
yourself in the Christmas market?,' and 1
always tell them 'Third.' And they go,
'Third?' And I go, 'Yes. There's Jesus, Santa
and me."'
"And the other one they always ask me is,
'Well, how do you compare yourself to
Martha Stewart?,' he said. "And I go, 'Well, I
don't do yard work.'"
In addition to enjoying what he is doing,
Pranga is proud that he has kept in touch
with some Hope friends through his work as
"Dr. Christmas." He attributes much of his
success to his work with Rick Tamlyn '81 of
West Hollywood, Calif., who is a personal
success coach (personal success coaches help
their clients clarify their goals and identify the
steps they must take to achieve them).
Tamlyn also does the computer graphics
work for "Dr. Christmas." In addition,
Kristina Spencer '85 Van Oss of Holland,
Mich., designed the company's logo and
created the artwork for its publicity packet.
Pranga has no regrets about the Christmas
present or future for his holiday-decorating
venture. He does, however, have one about
the past namely, that he took so long to
explore his interest in it seriously. He feels
that he was so entrenched in the idea of the
stereotypical "struggling actor" career path
that he didn't stay open enough to other pos-
sibilities.
It leads him to advice for current students
who are facing the same wide-open future
that awaited him in 1984.
"Before you leave college, just start learn-
ing to step out of the box a little bit," he said.
"Anything that you think is kind of
silly — you never know what it's going to
lead to."
Such exploration early on, he noted, can
make it a lot easier to get on the right path in
the first place.
"I don't recommend anybody going to
New York like I did with $200 and saying,
'You know what? I'm going to make it or
break it,"' Pranga said. 'TP s been an interesting
journey, but I don't really recommend it."^
Tour planned of Greece and Turkey
Mntiquity and
contemporary will blend in
the forthcoming Hope
College Alumni Tour of
Greece and Turkey.
The May 22-June 5 tour will cover a
variety of sites, from the magnificent
Acropolis in Athens; to the spectacular site
of Apollo's oracle at Delphi; to the Troy of
Homeric legend; to the former capital of
the Byzantine Empire; to the impressive
ruins of the city of Ephesus, where
Christianity and paganism met head-on.
Stops will include Athens, Corinth,
Epidauros, Mycenae and Delphi on the
mainland of Greece; the Greek islands of
Santorini and Cos (Kos); and Ephesus,
Pergamum, Izmir (Smyrna), Troy and
Istanbul (ancient Constantinople or
medieval Byzantium) in Turkey.
The tour will be led by Dr. Jacob E.
Nyenhuis, who is provost and professor of
classics at Hope, and his wife Leona.
"It will be a blend of history, art, archi-
tecture, the history of religion, mythology
and contemporary culture," Dr. Nyenhuis
said. "Our focus will be on making it a
rich, cultural, educational experience for
the participants."
Over the last 20 years. Dr. Nyenhuis has
led eight study tours of Greece— four as
student May Terms, and four as alumni
tours (with his wife Leona as co-leader).
He has doctoral-level training in Classical
civilization, and with his family spent a
year living in Greece as the Annual
Visiting Research Professor at the
American School of Classical Studies at
Athens. Leona has a degree in art history.
The combination of sites follows sug-
gestions from participants in the couple's
previous tours, the last of which was in
1995. The itinerary also meshes well with
the history of the region, according to Dr.
Nyenhuis.
"A number of alumni who have partici-
pated in previous tours have expressed an
interest in the combination of Greece and
Turkey," he said. "A second reason is that
in Antiquity, Asia Minor included Greek
colonies along the coast — and in fact until
1922 there were substantial Greek settle-
ments along the coast."
The May-June trip to Greece and
Turkey is the second being arranged for
1998. An alumni tour of Costa Rica, led by
Drs. Greg Murray and Kathy
Winnett-Murray of the Hope biology
faculty, will run March 20-29.
Both tours are being organized by MTA
TRAVEL in Holland, Mich., which has
organized a series of alumni tours in recent
years. Additional information about either
of this year's trips may be obtained by
calling 1-800-682-0086. Jt
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Alumni News
Class Notes
News and information for class notes, mar-
riages, advanced degrees and deaths are
compiled for news from Hope College by Greg
Olgers '87.
News should be mailed to: Alumni News;
Hope College Public Relations; 141 E. 12th St;
PO Box 9000; Holland, Ml 49422-9000. Internet
users may send to: alumni@hope.edu
All submissions received by the Public
Relations Office by Tuesday, Nov. 4, have been
included in this issue. Because of the lead time
required by this publication's production
schedule, submissions received after that date
(with the exception of obituary notices) have
been held for the next issue, the deadline for
which is Tuesday, Feb. 4.
1940s
Sylvio Scorza '45 of Orange City, Iowa, has
been appointed to Iowa's Board of Law
Examiners by the state's Supreme Court. He is
one of two non-lawyers on the seven-member
board, which examines applicants for admis-
sion to the Iowa Bar. He is a professor emeritus
of religion at Northwestern College.
Charles Knooihuizen '47 of Holland, Mich.,
and Naples, Ha., is the grandfather of a Second
Generation student at Hope College: Matthew
DeLoof of Holland, Mich.
1950s
Barbara Woods '51 Petersen of Victorville,
Calif., has retired after 45 years of teaching,
most in California. She is still helping begin-
ning readers in elementary classes get a good
start.
Hans Veening '53 of Lewisburg, Pa., retired
from Bucknell University earlier this year after
a 39-year career on the chemistry faculty that
included 11 years as chair of the Chemistry
Department. "A Symposium in Bioanalytical
Chemistry" was held in his honor at the univer-
sity on Saturday, Oct. 4, 1997.
Norman Gysbers '54 of Columbia, Mo.,
received a Faculty-Alumni Award from the
University of Missouri-Columbia on Friday,
Oct. 3, 1997. He is a professor of educational
and counseling psychology at the university,
and the author of 11 books and numerous arti-
cles. First presented by the MU Alumni
Association in 1968, the awards recognize the
achievements of faculty and alumni, who are
considered for both their potential and actual
accomplishments in professional life and
service to the university.
Ted Bechtel '57 of Wappingers Falls, N.Y.,
recently retired as pastor of the Meadow Hill
Reformed Church of Newburgh, N.Y., after 16
years. He is presently serving as part-time
interim pastor of the Hopewell Reformed
Church of Hopewell Junction, N.Y.
1960s
Judy Van Dyke '60 Van Es and Rowland Van
Es '60 have accepted an invitation to return to
Taiwan as RCA missionaries. Rowland will
teach in the Old Testament department of
Tainan Theological College and Seminary, and
Judy will teach English. They had been in the
Philippines for the previous 12 years, stationed
at the Silliman University Divinity School,
where Rowland served as professor of biblical
studies and Judy taught English. They are
beginning their work in Taiwan this month, will
return to the Philippines while the Old
Testament professor there is on sabbatical, and
will return to Taiwan for good in the fall of
1998. They had previously served in Taiwan
from 1965 to 1974.
L. William Kuyper '61 of New York City trav-
eled in September of 1997 to Kyoto, Japan,
where he and seven of his New York
Philharmonic colleagues' participated in a
program of both Western and traditional
Japanese music for the 600th anniversary cele-
bration of the Golden Pavilion Shrine.
Following the celebration, the musicians trav-
eled to other cities to give concerts and master
classes. Of special interest were the concerts in
Yokohama, which were presented by the Ferris
School for Girls. Established in 1863 by
Christian missionaries, the school bears a
poignant connection to one of Bill's ancestors. It
had been destroyed, as was most of the seaport
city, in an earthquake in September of 1923. The
earthquake and resulting fires killed thousands,
including 40 Americans, one of whom was the
school's principal and Bill's great aunt, Jennie.
According to "Two Minutes to Noon," a historic
account of the earthquake by Noel F. Busch, she
became pinned inside the partially collapsed
building. When other teachers tried to free her,
she waved them back: "I am being summoned
by my Heavenly Father. Go now. The fire is
close." While there. Bill and his wife Joan
attended a morning service in the school's
Kuyper Chapel and spoke to the students about
the importance of the school to his family.
Dale Matthews '69 is a pastor at Christ's
Community Church, an RCA church in Fort
Wayne, Ind.
1970s
Robert Branch '70 of Rowley, Mass., has been
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named photo editor of Community Newspaper
Company North, Ipswich, Mass. He supervises
the photography departments of 19 newspa-
pers, all located north of Boston.
Garry Kempker '74 of South Haven, Mich., has
been promoted to first vice president and trust
officer with Shoreline Bank of Benton Harbor,
Mich.
Jack Klunder '74 of Hopkins, Mich., received
the 1997 "Hope for Humanity Award" from the
college's alumni H-Club on Saturday, Oct. 18,
during the group's annual Homecoming lun-
cheon. He is pastor of Hopkins Community
Reformed Church, where he has served for four
years, and has also been head boys' varsity bas-
ketball coach at Hopkins High School for two
years. The award, first presented in 1990, rec-
ognizes Hope athlete alumni for service to
others, transformation of Christian values and
consistency of commitment.
David LaGrand '74 of Chesterfield, Mo., has
been appointed president and chief operating
officer of Nordyne Inc., a wholly-owned sub-
sidiary of Nortek. He has been with Nordyne
since 1988.
Carol Weurding '74 Moennan and husband
Murray of Maple Ridge, British Columbia,
Canada, are world mission program associates
with the Reformed Church in America's Mission
Services. They work ecumenically under the
auspices of Outreach Canada to assist in plant-
ing churches in Canada, where they hope to
reverse a declining national church planting rate.
David DeKok '75 is in the 1998 edition of Wlw's
Who in America, his first appearance in the book.
He is a reporter for The Patriot-News, Harrisburg,
and the author of Unseen Danger: A Tragedy of
People, Government and the Centralia Mine Fire,
published in 1986 by University of Pennsylvania
Press. He has been working since 1989 on a
history of General Public Utilities Corp., the
company responsible for the Three Mile Island
nuclear accident of 1979. He lives in Harrisburg,
Pa., with his wife, Lisa Brittingham, and daugh-
ters Elizabeth and Lydia.
George Kniowski '75 of Holland, Mich., is a
regional sales manager with Beacon Services. He
is responsible for managing sale^ growth, as well
as the training and development of Beacon's
direct sales team operating throughout West
Michigan.
Susan Northuis '76 Liang is a high school
special education teacher in Cuba, HI.
Peter Pruim '76 of Stroudsburg, Pa., is an assis-
tant professor in the Department of Philosophy
and Religious Studies at East Stroudsburg
University.
Robert Motzer '77 of Ridgewood, N.J., who is an
oncologist, is associate chair of the Department
of Medicine, director of clinical research at the
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center and an
associate professor of medicine at Cornell
University Medical College in New York City.
Don DeYoung '78 of Alexandria, Va., has been
named executive assistant to the director of
research at the U.S. Naval Research Laboratory
(NRL). NRL is the Corporate Laboratory for the
Department of the Navy. Its main site is located
in Washington, D.C.
Thomas Allbaugh '79 of Petersburg, Va., is an
assistant professor of English at Richard Bland
College. He and wife Bernadette have two
daughters: Rachel, age seven, and Carolyn, age
five.
1980s
R. Craig Schumann '80 is in trade finance with
Bank of America in Hong Kong. He and wife
Karen have two children: Kyle, age two, and
Kristin, under one year.
Suzanne Galer '81 has been appointed assistant
professor of music at Indiana Wesleyan
University in Marion, Ind. She completed her
doctorate in vocal performance at The State
University of New York at Stony Brook in 1995.
She spent two years on the New York City per-
forming circuit, appearing with II Piccolo Opera,
The Rockland Opera, New Rochelle Opera, The
West Side Chamber Music Society, The New Life
Music Society, The Long Island Lyric Opera, The
Opera Company of the Hamptons, Whitewater
Opera (Ind.) and the Sorg Opera Company
(Ohio). She retains her management with
Laviale International of New York City, and will
appear on the Trinity Concert Series on Wall
Street on June 15, 1998. On Sept. 20, 1997, she
was honored by The Grand Rapids Foundation
in the program of The Opera Grand Rapids Aida
(she had received three Grand Rapids
Foundation grants during her doctoral studies).
She continues to be active in church music, and
is the minister of music at First Presbyterian
Church of Marion.
Kay Neevel '82 Brown of Three Bridges, N.J.,
spent July in Scotland with her family while her
husband Scott did a pulpit exchange there.
Tim McGee '82 of Flemington, N.J., is a manager
of market research for Janssen Pharmaceutica, a
division of Johnson & Johnson.
Barbara Upward '82 Pyett of Birmingham,
Mich., reports that she is an enthusiastic mother
of two (of Maggie [please see "Births"! and
Christopher), homemaker and volunteer in her
hometown.
Jeff Tyler '82 of Holland, Mich., is an assistant
professor of religion at Hope College.
Ron Visscher '82 of Holland, Mich., is owner
and chief executive officer of CompuVantage
Corporation. After being in the information
systems consulting and integration business for
the past decade, the company has developed
breakthrough technology called "IntelliVision,"
intelligent, multi-media, decision-making and
group-collaboration software that runs on the
'Net.
Ron Bates '84 of Covington, Ky., is a partner
with Scudder, Stevens & Clark, and maintains
offices in Cincinnati, Ohio, and New York City.
He is on the boards of the World Piano
Competition, the Classical Music Hall of Fame,
the Cincinnati Opera and the Hillside Trust.
Steven W. Pope '84 is an acquisitions editor in
the academic book division at Human Kinetics
Publishers of Champaign, 111. He develops
books on sport and physical activity in the
social sciences.
Gordy Kokx '85 has been promoted to assistant
professor of emergency medical services at
Central Florida Community College in Ocala, Fla.
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Lisa Thomson '86 Ross of Charleston, S.C., is a
visiting assistant professor in the Department of
Psychology at the CoOege of Charleston.
Todd Van Grouw '86 of Holland, Mich., is direc-
tor of Christian education at Community Church
of Douglas, Mich.
Kristine Wagner '86 of Richland, Mich., is a
deputy clerk in the Clerk/Register's Office of
Kalamazoo County, Mich.
Susan Widmer '86 is the Supersearch program
manager at North Bay Cooperative Library
System (NBCLS) in Santa Rosa, Calif.
Supersearch is the first automated
resource-sharing network on the Internet that
links local dissimilar automated library catalog
systems. Supersearch was developed by CPS
Systems Inc. for NBCLS.
Julie Adams '87 Bennett of Grand Rapids, Mich.,
is teaching developmental kindergarten in
Rockford, Mich. She and husband Rick have two
sons: Nicholas, age six, and Stephen, age two.
Karen Hargrove '87 Dahlke of Alpine, Calif., is
business manager with The Alpine Sun News.
Cheryl Dykema '87 lives in Grand Rapids,
Mich., and is a social worker at Rosewood
Manor.
Michael French '87 of Brownsville, Texas, is fin-
ishing his master's of library science degree
through Sam Houston State University, and
recently became librarian at Vermillion Road
Elementary School in Brownsville.
Deborah Heydenburg '87 Fuller of Oregon,
Wis., is the head of the Cellular Immunology
Department at Powderject Vaccines Inc. in
Madison, Wis., and program leader for HIV
research and development. A unique collabo-
ration between her employer and the
University of Wisconsin allows her to also
pursue her Ph.D. in pathology.
Susan Hart '87 of Oak Lawn, 111., was recently
promoted to sales manager with the Fairmont
Hotel Chicago. She handles small groups (75 or
less), and notes that she enjoys meeting the
challenges and demands of the ever-changing
travel industry.
Kevin Large '87 is working with the Midwest
Center for Youth in Milwaukee, Wis., as a ther-
apist and addictions counselor.
Kristine Hanson '87 Lefley of Grand Rapids,
Mich., writes, "I have enjoyed being home with
my two children, Kelsey [eight months — please
see "Births"] and Caleb [age four]. Being a
mom is hard work, but rewarding."
Jill Manner '87 lives in Chicago's Lincoln
Square neighborhood and works as the account
manager for the graphic design firm Donovan
Design.
Beth Lindquist '87 McCaw of Tallahassee, Fla.,
returned to the U.S. from missionary service in
Namibia in 1995 and was subsequently hired by
Faith Presbyterian Church in Tallahassee,
where she is an interim associate pastor. She
was ordained as a minister in the Presbyterian
Church (USA) on Nov. 17, 1996.
Jeanne Harris '87 Page of Holland, Mich.,
reports that after teaching for 10 years, she is
enjoying being a stay-at home for daughters
Greta and Abby, and helping with husband
Rick's real estate business.
Amy Sandgren '87 Plaster of Alexandria, Va., is
engaged in new responsibilities working on a
special project, "American Worker at a
Crossroads," for Rep. Pete Hoekstra '75's chief
counsel.
Cheryl Henderson '87 Raymer and husband
Greg moved from the Chicago, 111., area to San
Diego, Calif., two years ago. She has put her
law practice aside to be home with daughter
Sophie (please see "Births").
Kimberly Taylor '87 Simons and husband
Larry Simons '86 are living in Marietta, Ga. She
writes, "1 am enjoying being a full-time mom to
my three children — Skylar [age eight],
Mackenzie [age four] and Jensen [age two]."
Susan Kunkle '87 Thesing of Lake Oswego,
Ore., works part-time for Timberline Software,
a developer of construction and property man-
agement accounting software, managing their
certified consultants. She and husband Mark
have a son. Grant, who is 19 months old.
Amy McCartney '87 VanKerkhoff and
husband Mark VanKerkhoff '86 of Saint
Charles, 111., have three children: Todd, Molly
and Blake. Amy has done some acting in edu-
cational videos, and for Christian organizations
and shows.
Pam Ourada '87 Van Putten and Lynn Curley
'87 Walker, both of Holland, Mich., have
released (in September of 1997) a new compact
disc of original music. Splinters from the Cross.
Sigrid Heuser '88 Cohen of Bethesda, Md., con-
tinues in marketing consulting with The
Weathersby Group.
Paul Harper '88 is an assistant professor of
physics at Grand Canyon University in
Phoenix, Ariz.
Christine Hull '88 Larsen of Chicago, 111.,
works for Andersen Consulting in business
process consulting.
Malcolm Lippert '88 of Meadville, Pa., is an
assistant professor at Allegheny College.
Trent Walker '88 of Holland, Mich., participat-
ed in a career/graduate school panel discussion
at Hope College on Monday, Oct. 27, 1997, an
event presented by the Office of Career Services
for current students. He is a youth pastor at
Hardenvyk Christian Reformed Church.
David A. Baird '89 of Novi, Mich., completed
his residency training at Henry Ford Hospital in
Detroit, Mich., and passed his specialty board
exam. He is now a Diplomate of the American
Board of Dermatology and practices in
Farmington, Mich.
Traci Steenstra '89 Gulch of Wyoming, Mich.,
is teaching in a seventh grade resource room at
Hudsonville (Mich.) Middle School.
Jennifer Schakel '89 Hoffman of Holland,
Mich., participated in a career/ graduate school
panel discussion at Hope College on Monday,
Oct. 27, 1997, an event presented by the Office
of Career Services for current students. She is
an assistant managing editor at Eerdmans
Publishing Company.
Keith Hopkins '89 of Comstock Park, Mich., is
a project director with Monaghan Associates
Inc. of Grand Rapids, Mich.
John Miller '89 was ordained on Sunday, Sept.
21, 1997, at First Congregational Church in
Three Oaks, Mich.
Jill McCandless '89 Northuis of Portage, Mich.,
is a research chemist with the Upjohn
Company. On Friday, Oct. 31, 1997, she pre-
sented one the fall seminars organized by the
department of chemistry at Hope College,
addressing "The Semisynthesis of Taxol:
Process Chemistry Considerations."
John Schloff '89 of Holland, Mich., has been
named associate team physician for Hope
College. He is in family practice at South
Washington Family Medicine.
1990s
Jennifer Haveman '90 Bertram of Lansing,
Mich., has returned to the work force after
one-and-a-half years off, joining Consumers
Energy in Jackson, Mich., as a communications
consultant. She has two children: Allison (10
months) and Zachary (two-and-a-half).
Marilyn Noguera '90 of Arlington, Va., is pur-
suing a master's in international education and
training at American University.
Mark Travis '90 has moved from Haverhill,
N.H., where he served a Congregational church
for three years as pastor, to Seattle, Wash.,
where he is the new pastor of Pilgrim
Congregational Church, United Church of
Christ. He writes, "It was sad to leave the New
England Coast, but there are lots of new adven-
tures and challenges here in the West."
Yvette VanRiper '90 of Flat Rock, Mich., has
passed the Michigan Bar and is working in the
Business Practice Group of the law firm of Clark
Hill, PLC in Detroit, Mich.
Kevin Bazaire '91 of Agoura Hills, Calif., is a
second-year law student at Pepperdine
University School of Law.
Grace Vera '91 Favier of Holland, Mich., is a
project coordinator with Herman Miller Inc. of
Zeeland, Mich.
Kelly Fletcher '91 is attending the Ohio State
University College of Veterinary Medicine.
Deborah Hoffman '91 of Omaha, Neb., is direc-
tor of Grace Counseling Center, a non-profit,
Christian counseling center. She is also a
member of the adjunct faculty in the graduate
counseling program at Grace University.
Ben Opipari '91 is in the second year of the doc-
torate program in English and American
literature at The Catholic University of America
in Washington, D.C. Besides being a full-time
student there, he also teaches two sections of
English 101. In addition, he is the head indoor
and outdoor track coach at Richard
Montgomery High School in Rockville, Md., his
hometown. His boys' team has won the
Maryland State Championships the past two
years, and he has been named the Montgomery
County coach of the year for the past four
seasons of indoor and outdoor track. He can be
reached via e-mail at: bopipari@erols.com
Britt Lindfors '91 Price of Grand Rapids, Mich.,
is completing her Ph.D. in chemistry at the
University of Oregon.
Kevin S. Rosenau '91 is still employed with
Electronic Data Systems (EDS), and supports an
electrical components engineering organization
within the General Motors Truck Group located
in Pontiac, Mich.
Christi Caughey '92 Broersma since last
September has been working for a charter
school. West Michigan Academy of Arts and
Academics, as an English and social studies
teacher (she also assists in the advanced drama
class). The school is a K-eight school in Grand
Haven, Mich., and she teaches seventh and
eighth grade.
Douglas Danby '92 and Heather Mendenhall '92
Danby have purchased a loft condo in Chicago,
111. Doug works for the Northern Trust Co., and
Heather works for Leo Burnett Advertising.
Michael Folkerts '92 of Davis, Calif., is pursu-
ing a doctorate in neuroscience at the
University of California at Davis. His disserta-
tion will focus on the area of neurotrauma in
collaboration with the Department of
Neurological Surgery.
Gretchen Spiece '92 Goltz of Muskegon, Mich.,
is an intern at Mercy General Health Partners in
Muskegon.
Suzanne Greicar '92 of Chicago, 111., recently
accepted a new position at World Relief
Corporation. She was teaching English as a
second language to Bosnian refugees, and is
now coordinating the Volunteer Professional
Program, a mentor program which seeks to
enable refugees with college-level education
and professional experience the opportunity to
re-enter their professions through an American
professional in the same field.
Steve Hoek '92 of Hudsonville, Mich., is a
senior software developer at The Sweet's
Group, a division of McGraw-Hill Publishing
based in Grand Rapids, Mich. Sweet's pro-
duces a line of multi-media catalog and design
software for the office furniture and building
supply markets.
Tiffnie Jackson '92 of Buffalo Grove, 111., is
director of student activities at Trinity
International University in Deerfield, HI.
Laura Jasper '92 of Willmar, Minn., is the envi-
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Faculty Positions Available
The college is seeking candidates for faculty positions available
during the 1998-99 academic year. Consideration of candidates will
begin on Monday, Dec. 15, unless otherwise specified, and will con-
tinue until the positions are filled. Additional information concerning
the character of each position may be obtained through the college's
World Wide Web home page at http://www.hope.edu/ or by con-
tacting the department chair as follows:
Chairperson (see following)
Hope College
P.O. Box 9000
Holland, MI 49422-9000
(616) 395-7000
 ENGLISH
Tenure-track in either (1)
African-American literature,
Asian- American literature or Latina/ o
literature, or (2) 19th century British
literature (Dr. Peter Schakel; Nov. 10;
schakel@hope.edu)
 MUSIC
Director of Choral Activities (Dr.
Wesley Ball; Nov. 26; ball@hope.edu)
 NURSING
Anticipated tenure track (Prof. Debra
Sietsema; sietsema@hope.edu)
 PHILOSOPHY
Assistant/ Associate Professor, AOS
open (Dr. Caroline J. Simon; Dec. 1;
simon@hope.edu)
 PSYCHOLOGY
Two positions: social psychology
(tenure track) and general psychology
(one-year term) (Dr. John Shaughnessy;
Dec. 30; shaughnessy@hope.edu)
 SPANISH
Assistant/ Associate Professor,
Latin American literature with an
emphasis in Pre-Columbian/
Colonial literature (Dr. Hersilia
Alvarez-Ruf; ruf@hope.edu)
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS:
Ability to combine excellence in class-
room teaching with scholarly or other
appropriate professional activity; com-
mitment to the character and goals of
a liberal arts college with a Christian
perspective.
RANK AND SALARY: Tenure track
with rank open, unless specified.
Salary commensurate with education
and experience. Terminal degrees
are required for all positions unless
otherwise noted.
HOPE COLLEGE COMPLIES
WITH FEDERAL AND STATE
REQUIREMENTS FOR
NON-DISCRIMINATION IN
EMPLOYMENT. Applications are
strongly encouraged from women
and persons of color.
m NFHC December 1997
ronmental education director for Green Lake
Bible Camp.
Karen Fitz '92 LaBarge of HoUand, Mich., is
director of blood services with the American
Red Cross of Ottawa County.
Kristy Arthurs '92 Mitchell of Howard City,
Mich., is attending Aquinas College part-time
to become certified to teach elementary school.
Todd Query '92 has been named youth director
of the seventh-12th grade youth group at the
Rossford (Toledo, Ohio, area) United Methodist
Church.
Rob Riekse '92 is a first-year resident in inter-
nal medicine at Blodgett Memorial Medical
Center and St. Mary's Hospital in Grand
Rapids, Mich.
Katherine Singer '92 of South Bend, Ind., grad-
uated from Notre Dame Law School in May
(please see "Advanced Degrees") and took the
Indiana Bar Exam in July; she is still waiting for
the results. She is working as an independent
contractor for the law firm that her father is of
counsel to. She writes that the highlights of law
school for her were working at Notre Dame's
Legal Aid Clinic and competing with the Notre
Dame Trial Team (she and her trial partner
made it to the semi-finals in the ABA Chicago
Regional Trial Competition). She writes, "My
dad helped coach our trial team, which made it
a very special experience for me. I am hoping to
work in a local firm doing litigation with my
dad as my mentor!"
Karla Solano '92 is living in Costa Rica.
Cathy Davidson '92 Thomas of Wilmore, Ky.,
teaches first grade at Rosenwald Dunbar
Elementary School in the Jessamine County
School System.
Amy Rietberg '92 Van Allsburg and husband
Kurt of Holland, Mich., have a one-year-old
daughter, Madison Kate (Maddie).
Holly Villepique '92 completed her BSN in
May (please see "Advanced Degrees"), is an RN
in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) at
the University of Maryland Medical Center in
Baltimore, and is pursuing a master's degree at
Johns Hopkins University School of Nursing.
In April, she presented a research project,
"Children's Perceptions of Their Emergency
Department Experiences," at the Society of
Pediatric Nurses Annual Conference in
Anaheim, Calif., and won the "Excellence in
Research" award for her poster presentation.
Kent Wabel '92 of Kalamazoo, Mich., is teach-
ing at Kalamazoo Christian High School.
Eric Walker '92 participated in a career/gradu-
ate school panel discussion at Hope College on
Monday, Oct. 27, 1997, an event presented by
the Office of Career Services for current stu-
dents. He is a graduate student in philosophy
at Western Michigan University.
Douglas Bazuin '93 is residential life coordina-
tor in Kollen Hall at Hope College. He had
previously spent four years living near
Pittsburgh, Pa., working with the Coalition for
Christian Outreach (CCO), doing youth min-
istry and worship leadership in a Presbyterian
church and doing campus ministry and student
activities/residential life at the Beaver Campus
of Penn State University.
Alison Borsum '93 DeMarco of Huntersville,
N.C., is assistant director of operations at
Queens College in Charlotte, N.C.
Mike DeMarco '93 of Huntersville, N.C., is a
territory sales manager with Badger Meter.
Jeff Harper '93 is living in PlainweU, Mich.
Laura Wilson '93 LeRoux of Toledo, Ohio, has
completed her M.D. at Medical College of Ohio
in Toledo, and in July began a three-year resi-
dency program at Medical College Hospital,
specializing in pediatrics.
Vanessa McElmeel '93 has completed a mas-
ter's degree (please see "Advanced Degrees").
She is working toward L.P.C. certification, and
plans to attend the University of Texas School
of Public Health for a doctorate in behavioral
science with a focus on psychology /sociology.
Andy Toering '93 has recently accepted an offer
to work at the Atlanta, Ga., office of McKinsey
and Co. Inc., an upper-management consulting
firm, as a research specialist in the pulp and
paper industry. His new address and e-mail
address are available through the Alumni
Office at Hope.
Karol Van Wulfen '93 is pursuing an M.S.W. at
Rutgers, intending to finish in May of 1998.
Kevin Bobofchak '94 of Chicago, 111., is doing
graduate work in biochemistry at Loyola
University Chicago.
Monica Bullard '94 of Traverse City, Mich.,
placed first in her age group in the Michigan
Grand Prix state triathlon series. She had also
placed second in her age group in the Reed's
Lake Triathlon in Grand Rapids, Mich.
Tara Cook '94 Crawford of Grosse Pointe,
Mich., is a training development coordinator
with Cambridge Industries.
Debbie Dykstra '94 Dubois and husband Tim
have moved from Port Huron, Mich., to Cape
May, N.J., where she is working in sixth grade
(in Lower Township). Their e-mail address is:
timndeb@bellatlantic.net
Ali Kooistra '94 of Washington, D.C., is
working at a design studio in Washington, D.C.
Her e-mail address is: Bisonchiq@aol.com
Matthew Thompson '94 of Clayton, Mo., has
begun study at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis,
in hopes of serving as a parish pastor in the
Lutheran Church Missouri-Synod.
Jennifer Aming '94 Wolffis and husband John
(please see "Marriages") live in Zeeland, Mich.
Blake Crawford '95 is a program manager in
the Interiors System Division with Cambridge
Industries.
Sarah Harrison '95 is a resident director at the
University of California, Davis.
James Klinger '95 of Holland, Mich., is a trans-
portation broker with VSF Transportation Inc.
of Wyoming, Mich.
Dana Caranci '95 Loveland is teaching sixth
grade at Kelloggsville Middle School in Grand
Rapids, Mich.
Alesha Shook '95 of Fort Wayne, Ind., is a ther-
apist with Crossroad: Fort Wayne Children's
Home.
Kristin Hawes '95 Suminski of Lansing, Mich.,
works as a fund raiser for the Michigan
Democratic Party.
Pete Suminski '95 of Lansing, Mich., works for
Auto-Owners Insurance in Lansing, Mich.
Scott Swartz '95 of Fayetteville, Ga., is a
manager of Enterprise Rental in Atlanta, Ga.
Sara Ter Beek '95 has been accepted into the
Graduate School of Music at Ithaca College in
New York, where she will begin studying music
theory in January of 1998.
Kara Vander Kamp '95 has been appointed to
teach the children of RCA missionaries Roger
and Sue Scheenstra in Daba, Kenya. She was
appointed through the RCA's Office of
Volunteer Services.
Clayton Gibson '96 of Holland, Mich., performed
at Hope College with l\is dance company, the
Embryonic Angel Dance Theatre Company, on
Friday, Oct. 3. The concert featured the
world-premiere performance of "Peniel," which
is loosely based on Genesis 32, the story of Jacob
wrestling with the angel of God.
Brooke Sheldon '96 of Washington, D.C., is a
legislative assistant with Congressman Pete
Hoekstra '75.
Anthony Zorc '96 of Holland, Mich., is
employed by BDO Seidman of Grand Rapids,
Mich. Wife Angelique (McDougall) Zorc is in
her senior year at Hope College, studying ele-
mentary education.
Milestone alert!
The 1996-97 Milestones were
due to be shipped later this
month to the homes of alumni
who had ordered them.
Tom Akland '97 is serving as a medical assis-
tant at the Lend-a-Hand Center in Walker, Ky.
He was appointed through the RCA's Office of
Volunteer Services.
Anna Lull '97 of Holland, Mich., participated in
a career/graduate school panel discussion at
Hope College on Monday, Oct. 27, 1997, an
event presented by the Office of Career Sendees
for current students. She is in the professional
development program at Old Kent Bank.
Sara Rugg '97 of Kentwood, Mich., is working
at System 2/90 in marketing in Grand Rapids,
Mich.
Andrew Sharp '97 of East Grand Rapids, Mich.,
is a project manager with Digi Dox Inc. of
Adobe Systems Corp. in Grand Rapids, Mich.
Sarah Smith '97 of Portage, Mich., is teaching
Spanish at Three Rivers (Mich.) High School.
Rochelle Tedesco '97 of Ann Arbor, Mich., is
attending the University of Michigan Law
School.
Lia Tinkelman '98 is a Peace Corps volunteer,
teaching high school English, in Warsaw,
Poland.
Marriages
Tom Werge '63 and Linda Nelson, Oct. 4,
1997.
Anne Gargano '83 and Barry Larson, Aug.
23. 1997.
Cheryl Henderson '87 and Greg Raymer,
Oct. 29, 1994, New Orleans, La.
Mary McDonnell '87 and Scott Rehse, Dec.
29. 1995.
Dyck Van Koevering '87 and Stephanie Grier
'93, Oct. 11, 1997, Saugatuck, Mich.
Christine Hull '88 and Eric Paul Larsen, Sept.
20. 1997. Grand Rapids, Mich.
Cristen Scott Anderson '89 and Dorinda
Faher, Aug. 30, 1997.
Michael Lillo '90 and Jackie Hoek, April 5,
1997.
Craig A. Price '90 and Britt E. Lindfors '91,
July 19, 1997.
Jennifer Quist '91 and James Thompson, Oct.
18. 1997.
Michele Weerstra '91 and Michael Jaeger,
April 26, 1997, East Lansing, Mich.
Kristy Arthurs '92 and Ricky Mitchell, May,
1996.
Karen Bentz '92 and Stanley Howatt, Aug.
17. 1996.
Douglas Danby '92 and Heather Mendenhall
'92, Aug. 9, 1997.
Timothy Rotman '92 and Marla Martin '97,
Sept. 6, 1997.
Kent Wabel '92 and Lisa Roberts, July 26,
1997.
Scott Yoder '92 and Kelle Swinehart, April 5,
1997, Madison, Wis.
Kathleen Dejongh '93 and Michael DeVries,
Oct. 11, 1997, Zeeland, Mich.
Greta Huizenga '93 and Mark Giesen,
August, 1997, Chicago, 111.
Kathryn Lydens '93 and Sean Chase, July 12,
1997.
Laura Elizabeth Wilson '93 and Charles
Andrew LeRoux, June 14, 1997.
Jennifer Aming '94 and John Wolffis, June
28, 1997.
Kerri-Sue DeWitt '94 and James Smits '97,
July 26, 1997, Zeeland, Mich.
Andrea Biggio '95 and Scott Swartz '95, July
26. 1997.
Dana Caranci '95 and Darin Loveland, July
26, 1997.
Kristin Hawes '95 and Pete Suminski '95,
Sept. 27, 1997.
James Klinger '95 and Nicole Weerstra '95,
Aug. 22, 1997, Holland, Mich.
Sarah Boyd '96 and Peter Payette Jr. '96, Aug.
2. 1997. Blissfield, Mich.
Nicholas Dimmick '96 and Jennie
Katterheinrich '96, July 27, 1997.
Anthony Zorc '96 and Angelique McDougall
'98, Dec. 21, 1996.
Shane Ver Steeg '98 and Jill Zeiger, July 19,
1997.
Births
Vivian Potter '80 McCarron and Hugh
McCarron, Benjamin Potter McCarron, July 29,
1997.
Barbara Upward '82 Pyett and Stephen
Pyett, Margaret (Maggie) Jane, May 8, 1996.
Why Not Stay At
The Best Location
In Town?
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Haworth Inn & Conference Center
• 50 beautiful new guest rooms.
• Conveniently located in Holland’s charming
downtown shopping district.
• On the campus of Hope College.
• We’re not far from championship
golf, breathtaking views of
Lake Michigan, and many
other interesting and historic
attractions.
Do your Christmas shopping in downtown Holland!
Ask about our special holiday rates!
Holland’s New (and only) Downtown Hotel
225 College Avenue
Local Phone: 616.395.7200
Phone: 800.903.9142
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Mary Brinks '82 Remynse and Louis
Remynse, Louis Clarence, Sept. 12, 1997.
Lorrie Sanderson '82 Rogers and Paul
Rogers '82, Jonathan, born Dec. 31, 1996;
adopted Jan. 17, 1997.
Ron Visscher '82 and Carolina Visscher,
Veronica (Ronnie) Annie Visscher, Nov. 19,
1996.
Brian Berkey '84 and Betsy Buurma '87
Berkey, Lydia Faye, bom May 9, 1997; adop-
tion homecoming. Sept. 19, 1997.
Brian Baker '85 and Patricia Baker,
Kimberley Grace, June 3, 1997.
Jennifer Carr '85 LeMieux and Todd
LeMieux, Parker Maxwell, June 11, 1997.
Cynthia Blight '85 McCollough and Kevin
McCollough '85, Shannon Lynn, Sept. 17,
1997.
Jeffrey McKeeby '85 and Wendy Lee, Jacob,
Oct. 2, 1997.
Tom Van Heest '85 and Barbara Good '87
Van Heest, Matthew Caleb, July 3, 1997.
Mitch Van Putten '85 and Pam Ourada '87
Van Putten, Laura Diane, May, 1997.
Scott McCaw '86 and Beth Lindquist '87
McCaw, Robert Christian, born Jan. 18, 1997;
adoption finalized, Aug. 6, 1997.
Mark VanKerkhoff ’86 and Amy
McCartney '87 VanKerkhoff, Blake William,
Aug. 29, 1996.
Janet Carlson '87 Beemer and Bob Beemer,
Carley Lynn, July 12, 1997.
Mark DeWitt '87 and Dawn DeYoung '92
DeWitt, Seth Christian, Sept. 4, 1997.
Deborah Heydenburg '87 Fuller and James
Fuller, Alexander James, June 16, 1997.
Lora Turkstra '87 Hahn and Nicholas
Hahn, Joshua William, Feb. 4, 1997.
Kris Hanson '87 Lefley and William Lefley,
Kelsey Grace, April 7, 1997.
Wendy West '87 Mis and Randy Mis, Alex
Randal, Sept. 13, 1997.
Kim Peppel '87 Petrick and Doug Petrick,
Alison Anna, May 19, 1997.
Cheryl Henderson '87 Raymer and Greg
Raymer, Sophie Kayleen, Nov. 18, 1996.
Leslie Foy '87 Thomas and Rob Thomas,
Ethan Michael, April 7, 1997.
Dan Boerigter '88 and Christina Eisenmann
'88 Boerigter, Peter Abraham, Oct. 1, 1997.
Melissa McEvers '88 Heidenga and Daniel
M. Heidenga, Caitlyn Ann, Sept. 9, 1997.
Bob Wuerfel '88 and Shayne Rollston '91
Wuerfel, Alexander Robert, Sept. 15, 1997.
Wendy Wehran '89 Gruber and Gary
Gruber, Ashley Victoria and Alex Nicholas,
Aug. 17, 1997.
Traci Steenstra '89 Gulch and Rex Gulch,
Bailey Elizabeth, Sept. 3, 1997.
Jennifer Haveman '90 Bertram and David
Bertram, Allison Grace, Jan. 26, 1997.
Jay Havenaar '90 and Nancy Ameson '90
Havenaar, Phoebe Lenore, May 5, 1997.
Elizabeth Cromie '90 Rochow and Steven
Rochow, Aaron Wesley, May 2, 1997.
Grace Vera '91 Favier and Barry Favier '94,
Carter David, Oct. 8, 1997.
Kathryn Larsen '91 Greening and Theodore
Groening, Jonathan Russell, Sept. 23, 1997.
Linda Hooghart '91 Kaiser and Dave
Kaiser, Maxfield James, Oct. 9, 1997.
Jim Myers '91 and Susan Tull '92 Myers,
Jared, Oct. 15, 1997.
John Rosenbrook '91 and Kristin Carton '92
Rosenbrook, Jack, Oct. 21, 1997.
Lisa Roorda '91 Walchenbach and Timothy
Walchenbach, Nicholas William ("Cole"),
Aug. 25, 1997.
Aimee Van Oort '92 Dekker and Jim
Dekker, Bradley Robert, Aug. 16, 1997.
Karen Bentz '92 Howatt and Stanley
Ho watt, William Bentz Howatt, Aug. 7, 1997.
Stephanie Carpenter '92 Thornton and
Craig Thornton, Rhea Alexis, Sept. 8, 1997.
Deborah DeYoung '94 Dobberteen and
Steven Dobberteen Jr., Hunter, Jan. 25, 1997.
Krista Ostema '95 Greendyke and Ronald
Greendyke, Mackenzie Johanna, Sept. 26,
1997.
Advanced Degrees
James C. Piers '69, Ph.D., social welfare.
Case Western University, August, 1997.
Deborah Weiss '75 Sturtevant, Ph.D., social
work, Michigan State University, December,
1997.
Susan Northuis '76 Liang, master of science
in education, special education. Western
Illinois University, Aug. 1, 1997.
Julie Adams '87 Bennett, master's, elemen-
tary education. Grand Valley State University,
December, 1996.
Marcia Sayer '87 Davis, M.A., English,
Western Michigan University, June, 1997.
Mary McDonnell '87 Rehse, M.S.W., Wayne
State University, May 7, 1996.
Sigrid Heuser '88 Cohen, master of science
in management, National-Louis University,
August, 1997.
Paul Harper '88, Ph.D., Princeton
University, June, 1997.
Traci Steenstra '89 Gulch, master's in learn-
ing disabilities. Grand Valley State University,
December, 1996.
Yvette VanRiper '90, J.D., University of
Michigan Law School, May, 1997.
Kevin S. Rosenau '91, masters of business
administration (MBA), Oakland University,
Rochester, Mich., June 7, 1997.
Liz Kaye '92 Bachwich, master's degree.
German, Middlebury College, Middlebury,
Vt„ 1997.
Gretchen Spiece '92 Goltz, DO, Michigan
State University College of Osteopathic
Medicine, May, 1997.
Laura Jasper '92, M.A., parks, recreation
and leisure studies. University of Minnesota,
1997.
Brad Kruithof '92, M.Div., Princeton
Theological Seminary, May, 1997.
Rob Riekse '92, M.D., Michigan State
University College of Human Medicine,
summer, 1997.
Scott Shippy '92, Ph.D., chemistry.
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign,
1997.
Katherine Singer '92, juris doctor, Notre
Dame Law School, May, 1997.
Holly Villepique '92, BSN (with honors),
Johns Hopkins University School of Nursing,
May 22, 1997.
Kristen L. Caulkins '93, master of arts, psy-
chology; also completed all requirements for
the Certificate in Substance Abuse Counseling;
Western Michigan University, August, 1997.
Laura Wilson '93 LeRoux, doctor of medi-
cine, Medical College of Ohio in Toledo.
Vanessa McElmeel '93, M.A. in counseling,
Sam Houston State University.
Matthew Thompson '94, master of science
in mechanical engineering, Georgia Institute of
Technology, Atlanta, Ga., September, 1997.
Douglas Bazuin '93, M.A. in higher educa-
tion administration, Geneva College, Beaver
Falls, Pa., January, 1997.
Sarah Harrison '95, master's in student
affairs administration, Michigan State
University, June, 1997.
Dirk Joldersma '95, master' s in public
policy. Harvard University.
Todd Soderquist '96, master's of engineer-
ing in mechanical engineering and
manufacturing, Cornell University, Ithaca,
N.Y., May 25, 1997.
Registration:
Seminars:
Luncheon:
Basketball:
Winter Happening Schedule of Events
(Admission is free unless noted)
9 a.m. - 11 a.m.
9:30 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.
11:00 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
12:30 p.m.
3 p.m.
Haworth Conference and Learning Center
China: Classrooms, Cocoons, and Cultures
Presenter: Dr. Harvey Blankespoor
The Cloning of Dolly: What Does it All Mean,
and Where Do We Go From Here?
Presenter: Dr. Joe Stukey
Theatre at Hope: Yesterday and Today
Presenter: Professors Richard Smith and John Tammi
Connecting the Americas: Hope College in Mexico
Presenter: Assistant Provost Alfredo Gonzales
God, Earth, Ethics
Presenter: Dr. Stephen Bouma-Prediger ’79
From Page to Screen: Literature and Cinematic Adaption
Presenter: Professor Pinckney Benedict
For the luncheon entertainment, Dr. Donald Williams will
present his humorous slide show: “Ways of Seeing:
Humor in Chemistry and Everyday Signs and Headlines”
($9.00 per person, advanced reservations required)
Hope College men’s basketball versus Kalamazoo College
in Holland Civic Center (Adults $5, Students $2)
For additional information or to request a Winter Happening brochure,
please call the office of Alumni and Public Relations at (616) 395-7860
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Deaths
Word has been received of the death of Patricia
Hower '63 Elzinga, who died on Tuesday, Nov.
25, 1997. Additional information will appear in
the next issue of news from Hope College.
Robert Hogan '50 of Cheektowaga, N.Y., died
on Tuesday, Sept. 16, 1997. He was 77.
He was bom in Newburgh, N.Y. During
World War II, he served in the U.S. Army as a
paratrooper in the Pacific Theatre. He majored in
business administration at Hope.
He came to the Buffalo, N.Y., area in 1958, and
was a partner in the Saperstrom Real Estate firm
from 1958 to 1994, when he retired at the age of 74.
He specialized in industrial real estate, and was a
long-time member of the Society of Industrial
Realtors.
He was a member of the Christ the King
Church in Snyder, and a former member of the
Holy Name Society. He enjoyed golfing, fishing,
bird watching and listening to opera recordings.
Survivors include his wife, the former Tillie
Cohen of Cheektowaga; a son. Dr. Robert W. II of
El Cajon, Calif.; a daughter, Kathleen Engle of
Elizabeth, Colo.; and five grandchildren.
Susan Jane Howell '80 of Butler, N.J., died on
Saturday, Oct. 25, 1997. She was 38.
She held a master's degree from Princeton
Seminary. She was Christian education director at
the First Congregational Church in Fairfield, NJ.
Word has been received of the death of Isabel
Everse '25 Kamps, who died on Wednesday, Aug.
27, 1997. Additional information will appear in
the next issue of news from Hope College.
Alice Marie Hyma '28 Kleis of Holland, Mich.,
died on Sunday, Oct. 12, 1997. She was 91.
She was a life-long resident of Holland, and
was a member of the Holland Gospel Chapel. A
graduate of the University of Michigan, she taught
hearing-impaired children in the Muskegon
Public Schools in the 1930s.
Survivors include her husband of 61 years,
Russell; children, Ann Marie Hoeksema of San
Antonio, Texas, and Dr. David and Diane Kleis
of Holland; three grandchildren; a sister,
Willamine Hyma of Holland; brothers- and
sisters-in-law, Albert and Mythelle Kleis, Irene
and AI Hoving, Dorothy Mae Klomparens
Hume, Gertrude Kleis and Anna Mae Tasker, all
of Holland, Guy and Susan Kleis of Sykesville,
Md., and Dr. Herman Harms of Newville, Pa.;
and nieces, nephews and cousins.
Word has been received of the death of J.
Oliver Lampen '39, who died on Tuesday, Nov.
18, 1997. Additional information will appear in
the next issue of news from Hope College.
Word has been received of the death of Tom
Seiberling '79, who died on Tuesday, Aug. 12,
1997. Additional information will appear in the
next issue of news from Hope College.
Richard Thompson '52 of Whitehouse
Station, N.J., died on Saturday, Nov. 1, 1997. He
was 66.
He was a veteran of the U.S. Army, having
served in the Korean War.
Before retiring in 1997, he was regional sales
manager for Noritake. He was previously presi-
dent of J & G Meakin.
Survivors include his wife. Ceil (Wilkinson)
Thompson; daughters, Janet Moran of Monson,
Mass., and Tina Thompson of Palisades Park,
N.J.; a brother, Norman, of Ann Arbor, Mich.;
three step-children; and five grandchildren.
Word has been received of the death of
Richard VanderLind '73, who died on Saturday,
Nov. 15, 1997. Additional information will
appear in the next issue of news from Hope College.
Jane Welling '25 VanderMeer of Grand
Rapids, Mich., died on Thursday, Oct. 16. She
was 94.
She taught at public schools in Tiffin, Ohio,
and Alma, Mich. She was a member of the First
United Methodist Church in Battle Creek, Mich.,
and the First United Methodist Church in Grand
Rapids.
She was preceded in death by her husband,
Floyd R. VanderMeer '25, in 1985.
Survivors include her daughter, Carol '59
(David) Bechtel of Washington, D.C.; three
grandchildren, Karl Bechtel of Santa Cruz, Calif,
Anne (John) Bechtel Daniels of Cincinnati, Ohio,
and Jane Bechtel of Minneapolis, Minn.; two
great-grandchildren, Carol Rose and William
Daniels; and several nieces and nephews.
Word has been received of the death of
Robert Van Dragt '40 who died on Sunday, Oct.
26, 1997. Additional information will appear in
the next issue of news from Hope College.
William A. Wichers '37 of Kalamazoo, Mich.,
died on Friday, Oct. 24, 1997. He was 81.
He was bom in Holland, Mich., the son of
Wynand Wichers '09 and Alyda DePree '09
Wichers. In addition to Hope, he was a graduate
of Boeing Aeronautical School, and he held a doc-
torate in education from Michigan State
University.
From 1952 until Iris retirement in 1978, he
served as a counselor and professor in the
Industrial Technology Department at Western
Michigan University. Before that, he was a mete-
orologist with several national airlines.
He was a member of Second Reformed
Church in Kalamazoo, and a former member of
Third Reformed Church in HoUand.
He was preceded in death by his parents; his
wife, Lois DeVries '37 Wichers; and a sister,
Dorothy Wichers ’44 Claver.
Survivors include a son, William '68 and
Laura Wichers of Bloomfield Hills; a daughter,
Mary and Philip Kinney of Galesburg; four
grandchildren; and nieces and nephews.
Mary Westenbroek '67 Zoerhof of HoUand,
Mich., died on Monday, Nov. 3, 1997. She was 52.
She was bom in HoUand, and graduated from
HoUand Christian High School as weU as Hope.
She was employed by the HoUand Christian
Schools as a teacher, and later as a music secre-
tary. She was a member of Faith Reformed
Church.
Survivors include her husband. Gene; chU-
dren, Melanie, Bradley, Laura and Matthew, aU
at home; father-in-law, George Zoerhof of
Holland; and sisters- and brothers-in-law,
Barbara (Dr. Marvin) Vander Vliet of Jenison,
Mich., and Wayne (Beverly) Zoerhof of HoUand.
Sympathy to
The family of Frances Colenbrander of
Holland, Mich., who died on Friday, Nov. 14,
1997.
She was the widow of Harold Colenbrander
'41, who died in 1990.
Survivors include her children, Mary '69 and
Fred Oesterreich of Virginia Beach, Va„ Jane '71
and Dennis '72 Hunyadi of Kalamazoo, Mich.,
and Martha '75 Glupker of Zeeland, Mich.; four
grandchildren; a sister, Gladys Dornbos '40
Bauman of Grand Rapids, Mich.; a brother,
Gerald and Ann Dornbos of HoUand; in-laws,
Paul Colenbrander of HoUand, Elizabeth Paekel
of Orange City, Iowa, and Frances '44 and
Amie '44 VerMeer of Sioux City, Iowa; and
nieces, nephews and cousins.
The family of Kelly Lynn Greene of HoUand,
Mich., who died on Wednesday, Nov. 26, 1997, at
age 45.
She was a past employee of the college's
Registrar's Office, and had also attended classes at
Hope.
Survivors include her husband. Brad Bodkins;
chUdren, Ivy Greene Bodkins, and Jeff Greene
Bodkins, both at home; brothers, Michael Greene
of Fort Wayne, Ind., and Daniel and Cheryl
Greene of Huntington, Ind.; sister, Susan and
William Collins of Fort Wayne, Ind.;
parents-in-law, Paul and Edie Bodkins of Van
Wert, Ohio; and brother-in-law, Mike and Jane
Bodkins of Coldwater.
The family of Robert Johnson of Holland,
Mich., who died on Tuesday, Nov. 18, 1997, at
age 81.
He had worked as a custodian at Hope for
more than 12 years.
Survivors include his wife, Josephine;
brother, Laveme Johnson of Florida; stepbroth-
ers and stepsisters; and several brothers- and
sisters-in-law.
The famUy of Gail Helen Francis Stout of
Saugatuck, Mich., who died on Friday, Nov. 21,
1997, at age 51.
She was a past employee of the college's finan-
cial aid office, where she had worked for 12 years.
Survivors include her husband, William; chil-
dren, Laurie Smith of Denver, Lisa and Brian Prins
of HoUand, Heather Stout of PlainweU, William
and Christine Stout of PlainweU, and James Stout
and Paul Jacobs of Bloomfield Hills;
mother-in-law, Dorothy Stout of Kalamazoo;
brother, Andrew and Faye Hamilton of Winnipeg;
sister, Teresa and Tom Schultz of Farport, N.Y.;
and nieces, nephews and cousins.
The famUy of Larry Williamson, who died on
Tuesday, Nov. 25, 1997, at age 45.
Survivors include his wife, Lynn; two sons, Lee
and Julie, and Les '96 and Holli Tigchon '96
Williamson of Jenison, Mich.; grandson, Connor;
parents, David and Clara Williamson; brother,
Rick and Candee WilUamson; sister, Jackie and
Scott Inman; father-in-law and mother-in-law,
John and Vema Heilman; brother-in-law, Kevin
and Karen Heilman; sister-in-law, Kim and Bob
Bolthouse; and several aunts, uncles, nieces,
nephews and cousins.
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Six generations of Hope students
have benefited from the support of
alumni and friends.
As you consider your year-end
giving, please include Hope’s
Alumni fund. Enrich the experience
of this generation of Hope students.
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Nykerk ’97
The freshmen brandish envelopes during “Please Mr. Postman.” The fairy godmother (Meridith Akins of Grosse Pointe Farms, Mich.) does her work
with Apprentice/Majordomo (Sheri Folta of Grand Blanc, Mich.) as the ’50s meet
Cinderella in the sophomore play, Rock Around the Clock.
Tradition in progress
Did they aim as high as they reached?
The Anchor's February, 1936, promotion of the first
freshman-sophomore "Nykerk Contest" (held on Monday, March
16) provides a sense of the competition's ambitions.
"On the evening of the contest each class will participate in a
program consisting of a one-act play, one musical selection and an
oratorical number," the article notes. "This contest is to be an annual
affair."
More than six decades later, Nykerk thrives still. The competition
follows essentially the same pattern (although today it features large
song choruses, as opposed to the trio and soloist that the classes
presented in 1936), and hasn't missed a year. In fact, it was held
twice in 1939, the year the event moved to the fall semester.
The sophomores have won 39 times in 63 contests; the freshmen
24. The even-year /odd-year record is a hair-splitting 32 to 31.
The first Nykerk featured the Classes of '38 and '39. This year's
installment, held on Saturday, Nov. 8, matched '00 and '01.
Like 1936, 1997 ended with an odd-year, freshman victory.
The sophomore song section presents “Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy.”
Sophomore orator Rita Spires of
Frankfort, Ind., presents “It’s Up to
You.”
A disco Romeo (Sarah Pedley of Essexville, Mich.) woos Juliet (Susan Lawrence
of Elmhurst, III.) in the freshman play, Saturday Night Shakespeare.
Freshman orator Tracy Summerer of
Kalamazoo, Mich., discusses “Simple
Loves, Great Expectations.”
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